
the scenes or leading on stage, Jacob 
enjoys helping with worship services. 
When RAs from Newton Hall saw 
how involved he wanted to be, they 
encouraged him to become director 
of dorm worship. As spiritual RA for 
Newton, this is a new position that the 
deans had in mind for Jacob. 

PUC WELCOMES NEW VP OF 
ALUMNI & ADVANCEMENT 
Pacific Union College is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Carlos 
Garcia as the new Vice President of  
Alumni and Advancement. In this role, 
he will provide leadership, vision, and 
direction for alumni relations while 
creating and leading development 
activities for sustained institutional 
growth. Garcia returns to his alma 
mater with more than two decades 
of strong leadership experience, 
having directed team decision-making, 
leadership organization and planning, 
motivation and in-person training, and 
conflict resolution.

PUC ANNOUNCES NEW VP OF 
STUDENT & SPIRITUAL LIFE
Pacific Union College is thrilled to 
announce Aimee Leukert as the new 
Vice President of Student and Spiritual 
Life. Leukert’s passion and dedication 
to Adventist education will provide 
leadership and vision while creating a 
campus culture that promotes student 
success and cultivates a spiritual 
community. She has presented at 
academic and professional meetings 
and conferences around the country, 
including at PUC colloquium, 
showcasing her research on topics 

ranging from faculty at faith-based 
universities to religious culture to 
higher education.

PUC ALUMNI JARROD DENTON 
MOVES ARCHITECTURE FIRM TO NAPA
Jarrod Denton, a 1996 PUC graduate, 
is an architect, partner, and founder 
at Signum Architecture, LLP. He 
and his business partner Juancarlos 
Fernandez launched their firm in St. 
Helena in 2011 and relocated to Napa 
in 2023. When they founded the firm, 
they chose the name “Signum”—a Latin 
term for design—to reflect the center 
point of the firm and represent their 
unique studio environment. Signum 
looks at architecture from a holistic 
point of view. With a diverse group 
of talented workers, they collaborate 
with artists, offering a perspective 
beyond traditional architecture and 
are knowledgeable in low-carbon 
construction.

INSIDE THE MIND OF JACOB DURAN: 
NEWTON HALL’S SPIRITUAL RA
Jacob Duran has been involved with 
dorm worship since his freshman 
year. Now, as a sophomore, he is the 
Director of Combined Dorm Worship 
and Spiritual Residence Assistant for 
Newton Hall. Whether working behind 
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