
firm originally in St. Helena in May 
of 2011 and relocated to Napa on 
November 20, 2023.  

FROM HOWELL MOUNTAIN TO 
MISSION-DRIVEN HEALTHCARE: DR. 
RICHARD CHINNOCK HONORED 
FOR CAREER OF SERVICE AND 
LEADERSHIP Countless student-
turned-alumni are shining examples 
of that spirit of service—one of those 
alums being Dr. Richard Chinnock. 
Chinnock, ’78, was recently honored 
in April with the 2024 Shirley N. Pettis 
Award by Loma Linda University 
Children’s Hospital (LLUCH). The 
award recognized his work as a 
devoted pediatrician with more than 
30 years of service at the hospital, 
impacting thousands of lives in the 
Inland Empire and far beyond.

FACES OF PUC: JAYLEEN CASILLAS 
Senior Jayleen Casillas is a social 
work major from Victorville, CA. She 
decided to attend PUC after having 
the opportunity to play soccer at the 
college and transferred during her 
sophomore year. “I figured a new start 
would be the best thing I could do 
for myself at that time, so I took the 
chance, and I do not regret it at all,” 
shared Jayleen. 

PUC SIGNS GUARANTEED 
ADMISSION AGREEMENT WITH 
ANDREWS UNIVERSITY’S DOCTOR 
OF PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM, 
PROMISING QUALIFIED STUDENTS A 
SEAT Qualified Pacific Union College 
students may now be guaranteed 
admission to Andrews University’s 
(AU) Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) 
program through the recently signed 
Guaranteed Admission Agreement. 
Effective October 1, this agreement 
ensures at least two PUC pre-physical 
therapy students will be accepted 
into AU’s DPT program annually. To 

AVIATION STUDENT AIMS TO 
INSPIRE YOUNG WOMEN BEYOND 
AERONAUTICS Taylor Webster is one 
of PUC’s newest Pioneers. Coming 
from just down the hill in Napa, she 
chose to pursue aviation since she 
loves to fly. This passion began during 
the summer of 2023 when Taylor had 
the opportunity to join a free aviation 
program as an explorer. “I knew there 
was nothing I’d rather do,” she shared. 
“Though I love flying, I want to be an 
advocate for young women looking to 
pursue careers that they may not feel 
is an option for them.”

AN ANSWERED PRAYER: PUC’S 
AVIATION PROGRAM RECEIVES 
REMARKABLE GIFT Pacific Union 
College alum Jordan Wareham 
generously gifted the aviation program 
a Musketeer (N6066N). The number 
of students in the aviation program has 
more than doubled since last school 
year. This gift allows the program to 
accommodate the students and is 
essential to their timely and efficient 
flight lesson progression.

SA OFFICER SPOTLIGHT: OLIVIA 
NEWMAN Before Olivia Newman 
graduates from PUC, she wants to 
make a significant impact on campus. 

That’s why she decided to run for 
SA financial vice president and help 
be a voice for PUC students. “The 
opportunity to represent students 
and facilitate their happiness drove 
my interest in this position,” shared 
Olivia. “Going into my last year of 
the accounting program at PUC, I am 
confident in my ability to contribute 
positively to student life.”

GLIMPSING THEIR FUTURE: PUC 
STUDENTS ATTEND SOCIETY OF 
ADVENTIST COMMUNICATORS 
CONFERENCE From October 17 to 19, 
five students from the communication 
department at Pacific Union College 
attended the 2024 Society of 
Adventist Communicators Conference 
(SAC) near Chicago, Illinois. This trip 
was made possible by the support of 
generous donors.

PUC ALUMNI MOVES 
ARCHITECTURE FIRM TO NAPA
From the 1996 PUC class, Jarrod 
Denton is an architect, partner, and 
founder at Signum Architecture, LLP. 
When he and his business partner 
founded their firm, they chose 
“Signum” as it is a Latin term for design 
and reflects the center point of the 
firm. They opened their architecture 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Fri. Dec. 6: 8 p.m., and
Sat., Dec. 7: 4 p.m. 
Christmas Candlelight Concert 
in the PUC Sanctuary

What’s New
AT PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

support the partnership with AU, PUC 
has developed a robust curriculum 
meeting the admission requirements 
to the DPT program, including specific 
biology, chemistry, physics, statistics, 
and psychology classes.

FACES OF PUC: BLESSING 
SIMAMORA Coming from Littleton, 
Colorado, is junior pre-nursing student 
Blessing Simamora.  Her favorite part 
about being a part of the pioneer 
family is the close-knit community. 
“Because the campus is small, more 
students and faculty are able to get 
to know one another and this makes 
our community stronger,” she shared. 
“It’s nice attending a school where 
everyone is comfortable with one 
another.”

THE PATH ALREADY TRAVELED: 
ALUMNI SEMINAR SERIES 
CONNECTS STUDENTS WITH 
ALUMNI’S EXPERIENCES AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT Through valuable 
advice and personal stories from 
those who’ve walked the path before 
them, the School of Science’s Alumni 
Seminar Series is helping Pacific 
Union College students navigate their 
academic journey and inspire their 
future career paths. The seminar series 
was the brainchild of Aimee Wyrick, 
dean of the School of Sciences and 
associate professor in the Department 
of Biology. She explained that the 
inspiration behind inviting PUC alumni 
to speak to current students included 
the desire to create connections and 
engage with seasoned perspectives.
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