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GET TO KNOW LEM GARCIA:
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR WORSHIP
& ADMINISTRATION

Pastor Lem Garcia began pastoring

in 2009 at Grand Advent Church in

his hometown of Oakland, CA. When
the opportunity came to join the PUC
community, he could not pass it up.
Since October 2022, Pastor Garcia has
been the associate pastor for worship
and administration and feels blessed to
be a part of an amazing pastoral team.

PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE SEES
THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR OF GROWTH
At a time when many institutions

of higher learning are struggling to
maintain their enrollments, Pacific
Union College has continued to grow
in recent years. This academic year,
PUC’s headcount has increased from
884 to 930 students. It’s the third
consecutive year of growth. While

the trajectory may be modest, PUC

is grateful, especially considering
demographic challenges and a decade-
long downward trend in student
numbers.
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PUC HOSTS BRUNCH IN SUPPORT
OF TREASURED COMMUNITY
RECITAL HALL

Pacific Union College hosted a
brunch to benefit Paulin Recital Hall
on Sunday, Oct. 22. Held in a private
hangar at the college’s airport, Angwin-
Parrett Field, the event featured fine
cuisine from Napa Valley chef Chay
Blancett and vocal and instrumental
music by students, alumni, and faculty
from PUC and Paulin Center for the
Arts. There was also a silent auction.

LEARN ABOUT PUC’S BUSINESS
CLUB FROM PRESIDENT MELISA
LOPEZ

PUC’s Business Club is an organization
that seeks to inspire students, have
fun events, and work together with
the business department. The club
facilitates not only social gatherings
but also opportunities for members

to deepen their interest in business.
The goal of the business club is to
provide opportunities for members to
learn about business, give back to the
community, interview for internships/
jobs, create fun social events for a
balance of business and fun, and allow
individuals to make connections.

Read the full articles and
subscribe to our emails at!
puc.edu/puc-now

WEEK OF WORSHIP BRINGS PUC
CLOSERTO GOD

Pacific Union College held Week of
Worship from October 9-13. Students
led out in praise, sharing the theme
song “Yet Not | But Christ Through
in Me” with PUC Chaplain Arturo
Lopez speaking to the campus. He
spoke on topics such as commitment,
uncertainty, and distractions- and
reminded students that PUC is a
community and place where they can
reach out and ask for help.

PACIFICQUEST AND PQ RISE
PROGRAMS INSPIRE NEXT
GENERATION TO SOAR IN STEM
Pacific Union College continues to
host its annual PacificQuest and PQ
Rise summer camp series, which
offers pre-collegiate students a
hands-on introduction to the sciences.
PacficQuest and PQ Rise are one-
week summer sessions for curious

and dedicated students who have a
passion for STEM subjects and seek
academic challenges while earning
college credit. Participants engage

in daily educational activities, enjoy
recreational opportunities, and
partake in team-building activities and
evening events. This year, PUC hosted
30 students representing 19 schools
across the U.S., including Monterey
Bay Academy, La Sierra Academy, Pine
Hills Adventist Academy, and Calistoga
Jr./Sr. High School.

PUC STUDENTS GIVE BACKTO
COMMUNITY FOR SERVICE DAY

On October 19, students at Pacific
Union College had the opportunity to
partner with community agencies to
give back to the local neighborhoods.
During Service Day, students volunteer
at service locations to assist residents
with various community needs.
Service Day began last year to raise
awareness about PUC and encourage

student engagement in the community.
This campus program implements
service learning, where students

can get involved in the food pantry,
homeless and hospital ministries, and
other service-learning activities at

the college. Service Day is just one
dimension of PUC’s commitment to
community involvement.

ANNA RAMOS DISCUSSES SAC
EXPERIENCE

The Society of Adventist
Communicators, commonly referred
to as SAC, traditionally organizes

an annual conference that serves

as a nexus for communicators,
journalists, media professionals, and
individuals involved in the realm

of communication. This gathering
facilitates the exchange of ideas,
learning from experts, and discussions
on topics pertinent to the Adventist
Church and the broader field of

communication.

STUDYING ABROAD - AN
EXPERIENCE LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Arianne Milosavljevic’s family is from
overseas. They've always placed a huge
emphasis on her to get out into the
world to open her mind and realize
that her way of life isn’t the only one
and to just enjoy all she can. All this

is what inspired her to study abroad
through Adventist College Abroad and
attend Seminar Schloss Bogenhofen in
Austria. As a sophomore pre-nursing
student, Arianne chose a great time to
study abroad.
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