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PUC WELCOMES BACK NATHAN
TASKER AS AVIATION DIRECTOR
From 2001-2006, Nathan Tasker

was the flight center director for the
aviation program at Pacific Union
College. After 18 years of being away,
he returns to his old job. A mission
pilot friend of Tasker alerted him of the
desperate need for Christ-centered
pilots in the field. This factored into
his decision to accept this position at
PUC. Tasker saw new opportunities
within the Adventist church to revisit
some aviation policies, which would
improve the ability to serve in many
countries.

WORSHIP WITH PUC’S CONNECT
MINISTRIES PUC's Connect Ministries
is an outreach ministry of students
passionate about Jesus in sharing

His love by providing a worship
experience. Their team’s vision is
Connecting One another, Nurturing
New friendships with Everyone, and
Collaborating Together in Ministry. The
mission is to reach out to communities
in the Pacific Union Conference and
minister to them through praise,
worship, and the word of God by
uplifting their spirits and letting them
know that PUC is supporting them.

Each team can provide services such
as leading out in church services, youth
events, and other programs where
they can inspire other young people to
become worship leaders themselves.
The goal is to connect with young
people and showcase PUC's presence
and full support.

PUC HOSTS FIRST GLOBAL HEALTH
SYMPOSIUM Pacific Union College,
in collaboration with Loma Linda
University School of Public Health
(LLU SPH), hosted its inaugural Global
Health Symposium in May, diving

into the complexities of global health
issues through dynamic discussions,
interactive breakout and poster
sessions, and an insightful keynote
speech. Approximately 85 people
registered for the one-day, campus
event, spanning a diverse group of
professionals, including doctors,
nurses, community members, and
students.

FACULTY FEATURE: NICOLE NUNES-
SMITH Nicole Nunes-Smith has been
working at PUC for the last two years.
She was initially hired as the credential
analyst for the education department
but has served as assistant professor
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and director of field experience. Her
family felt that God was asking them
to come to the college, and since then,
they have loved the community and
living in a beautiful place.

PUC HOSTS ANNUAL PACIFICQUEST
& PQ® RISE PROGRAMS AND INTRO-
DUCES PQSOAR Pacific Union College
held its annual PacificQuest summer
programs for students in grades 6-12
interested in STEM—and for the first
time—aviation. This week-long camp

is a great opportunity for students to
receive college credit through prac-
tical learning experiences and share
their interests with other academy
kids through educational and outdoor
activities.

PUC BIDS FAREWELL TO VICE
PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT &
SPIRITUAL LIFE DR. RYAN SMITH
For the last two years, Vice President
for Student and Spiritual Life Dr. Ryan
Smith made tremendous changes to
Pacific Union College. Smith stepped
into the role at a critical time as the
college was moving forward with its
new vision and future plans following
the COVID-19 pandemic. He realigned
departments, worked to change the
Teaching Learning Center into the
Student Success Center, supported
dorm remodeling projects, improved
the athletics program, and served

as chaplain for a year while the
campus worked to fill the position.
His dedication to students and the
connections he made will be missed.

PUC ENROLLMENT COUNSELOR &
ALUM SUMMITS MT. WHITNEY

At 11 am on June 20, Abraham Garrido,
PUC enrollment counselor and alum,
summited Mt Whitney—the highest
mountain in the contiguous United
States, with an elevation of 14,505 feet.
Along with his friends and recent PUC
alums Bianca Le'Giu, Tyler Williams,

and his brother Pablo Garrido, it took
them exactly five and a half hours to
make it to the top.

GRAINGER HALL PLAQUE BACK TO
CAMPUS 50 YEARS LATER Like other
family members, Dennis L. Plubell
attended Pacific Union College—his
“home” school for higher education,
graduating in 1982. As a college
student, he spent summers working
with his grandfather and uncles on the
family’s orchard. There he discovered
the Grainger Hall plaque in the grime
and dust of the barn. The old bronze
college artifact identified the men’s
residence hall. He and others had their
theories about how it ended up in the
barn. But after 50 years, he returned it
to its home on campus.

PUC & ANGWIN AIRPORT DART
CO-HOST THE AIR EXPO On June 2,
Pacific Union College and the Angwin
Airport chapter of the Disaster Airlift
Response Team (DART) hosted the
Air Expo at the Angwin Airport. The
Air Expo promoted PUC's aviation
program, called attention to the DART
services and emergency fire and
rescue services available, and brought
people together to share the fun of
aviation.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

August 22-25: Birding Bonanza &
Alumni Retreat For more info and to
register visit puc.edu/birding

August 25: Paulin Center for the Arts
Open House

Oct. 3-5: Academy Women'’s
Volleyball Tournament

Nov. 1-3: PUC College Days
For more information about highschool
visits email visit@puc.edu.

September 23: First day of fall quarter
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