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WHY I WISH I’D COME TO PUC SEVEN YEARS LATER
by Lainey S. Cronk

editorial viewpoint

On an autumn evening I make my way across the 
already-dark campus, coat-clad and backpack-
burdened. As an English major and fine art minor, 
I have little curricular reason to spend time in 
Paulin Hall. But I’m headed there this evening for 
something I miss very much since leaving home: 
alone time with the ivories.

viewpoint

     4 Faith in the Classroom 
 The teachers’ quest to combine private journey  
 with public leadership

13 Writing is an Isolated    
 Observation Outpost 
  A conversation with novelist Tanita Davis
 

16 Wind, Fire, and Community 
  Deer Park experiences a wild fire
 
 

17 The Ecovillage Project
 The latest revision to the plans

 

18 A Community in Mourning
           Grieving over the loss of four students
 
 
 

 20 Class Notes 

 27 Obituaries 

 30 Announcements

 31 President’s Message

STAFF
Executive Editor Julie Z. Lee, ’98 | jzlee@puc.edu
Editor Lainey S. Cronk, ’04 | lscronk@puc.edu
Alumni Editor Herbert Ford, ’54 | hford@puc.edu
Layout and Design Barry Low, ‘05 | bnlow@puc.edu
Art Director Cliff Rusch, ’80 | crusch@puc.edu
Photo Editor Barry Low 
Contributing Photographers Duane Cronk, Barry Low,  
Haley Wesley, Bob Wilson
Contributing Writers Marilyn Glaim, Karen Roth
Copy Editors Kay Parks
Cover Design Barry Low 

PUC ADMINISTRATION
President Richard Osborn, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Administration Nancy Lecourt, Ph.D.
Vice President for Financial Administration John Collins, ’70, Ed.D.
Vice President for Advancement Pam Sadler, CFRE 
Vice President for Student Services Lisa Bissell Paulson, Ed.D.
Vice President for Marketing and Enrollment Julie Z. Lee, ’98

ALUMNI BOARD
Ron Stretter, ’68, President; Lena Escandon, ’71; Tim Mitchell, ’76; 
Martha Utt-Billington, ’44, ’70; Barbara Youngblood, ’47 

CONTACT US
Post ViewPoint Editor
 Pacific Union College
 One Angwin Avenue
 Angwin, CA 94508-9797 

E-mail ViewPoint@puc.edu
Phone (707) 965-6303
Fax  (707) 965-7101
http://www.puc.edu/alumni/viewpoint 

Vision Statement: ViewPoint, the Journal of Pacific Union College, 
aims to be a vehicle for the school’s motto: “Thinkers, not mere 
reflectors of other men’s thoughts.” ViewPoint provides PUC’s alumni 
and friends with features that further the college’s educational and 
spiritual ideals, with news about the college and its alumni, and with 
means to unite, motivate, and inspire. 

Produced quarterly by the Pacific Union College Office of Public 
Relations for the alumni and friends of the college. 
©2009, Pacific Union College
Printed in U.S.A.

Volume 32 no. 3

On the cover: One of the symbols 
that speaks to the journey of faith, 
introspection, and Christian educators’ 
attempts to bring these to the classroom 
in authentic ways is the labyrinth. This 
is a symbolic path of ancient origins, 
designed to give those who walk it (in 
community or in solitude) a chance to be 
thoughtful and meditative as they follow 
the path into the center — a place of 
spiritual rest — and then out again to the 
busy world where these quiet moments 
must be lived.



Bringing	
�
    one’s	
�
    personal	
�
    experience	
�
    of	
�
    faith	
�
    and	
�
    spirituality	
�
    to	
�
    an	
�
    academic	
�
    settin	
�
    can	
�
    be	
�
    difficult	
�
    and	
�
    perplexing.	
�
    This	
�
    year,	
�
    faculty	
�
    

(pictured	
�
    here	
�
    at	
�
    the	
�
    opening	
�
    convocation)	
�
    are	
�
    discussing	
�
    this	
�
    challenge	
�
    as	
�
    a	
�
    community.



Professor	
�
    Greg	
�
    Schneider	
�
    started	
�
    PUC’s	
�
    Chapter	
�
    of	
�
    Amnesty	
�
    International,	
�
    which	
�
    he	
�
    calls	
�
    “a	
�
    part	
�
    of	
�
    

spirtuality	
�
    that	
�
    expresses	
�
    something	
�
    close	
�
    to	
�
    my	
�
    core.”

Academic	
�
    dean	
�
    Nancy	
�
    Lecourt	
�
    sees	
�
    this	
�
    year’s	
�
    “spiritual	
�
    authenticity”	
�
    

conversations	
�
    as	
�
    part	
�
    of	
�
    our	
�
    WASC	
�
    themes.

THEME TWO:
Stewardship

THEME FOUR:
Conversations About

Faith, Learning,
and Adventist

Identity

THEME THREE:
A Culture of Service

THEME ONE:
A Learning Community

FOUR THEMES PRESENTED IN PUC’S PROPOSAL TO THE
WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES (WASC)



The Bible. New International Version.
Chickering, Arthur W., Jon C. Dalton, Liesa Stamm. 
Encouraging Authenticity and Spirituality in Higher Education. 
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006.

From	
�
    professor	
�
    Steve	
�
    Waters’	
�
    perspective,”to	
�
    engage	
�
    in	
�
    honest	
�
    conversation”	
�
    is	
�
    part	
�
    of	
�
    being	
�
    spiritually	
�
    authentic.Professor	
�
    John	
�
    McDowell	
�
    (by	
�
    the	
�
    door)	
�
    believes	
�
    students	
�
    need	
�
    a	
�
    safe	
�
    place	
�
    to	
�
    question.



Artist	
�
    in	
�
    residence	
�
    Mei	
�
    Ann	
�
    Teo	
�
    is	
�
    creating	
�
    stage	
�
    characters	
�
    from	
�
    John	
�
    McDowell’s	
�
    poems.

Rehearsal	
�
    –	
�
    indoor	
�
    and	
�
    out	
�
    –	
�
    can	
�
    be	
�
    a	
�
    part	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    process	
�
    and	
�
    dialogue	
�
    of	
�
    finding	
�
    

God,	
�
    just	
�
    as	
�
    Teo	
�
    hopes	
�
    Clay	
�
    Feet/Wire	
�
    Wings	
�
    will	
�
    be	
�
    for	
�
    audiences.



Writing is an Isolated
Observation Outpost 

A CONVERSATION WITH NOVELIST TANITA DAVIS
BY MARILYN GLAIM

I first met Tanita when she took my freshman writing class. 
Her writing talent was evident in the first essay. Later, as 
an English major, she showed up in my American Colonial-
Romantic class, this time sitting by a student named David. 
His hand often rested lightly on her shoulder, and that year 
as they worked together in class and 
came to Friday night book groups at our 
home, I enjoyed watching a growing love 
for literature and for each other.

Some of Tanita and David’s favorite sites in Scotland. (Top to 
bottom) The crannog at Loch Tay; Pollock House and Gardens in 
Glascow; Glascow University; and Kelingrove Park (and museum 
in the distance) a half mile from their apartment.

John	
�
    McDowell,	
�
    a	
�
    poet	
�
    and	
�
    sculptor,	
�
    teaches	
�
    English	
�
    and	
�
    directs	
�
    the	
�
    Honors	
�
    Program.



MG:
TD:

MG:

TD:

MG:

TD:
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The photos for this article 
come from Tanita’s pages at Flickr, 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wishiwerebaking/

A La Carte, Tanita Davis
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2008, $15.99

A La Carte
Reviewed by Marilyn Glaim

Marilyn Glaim:

Tanita Davis:

MG:

TD:

MG:

TD:

MG:

TD: 

Recently, Tanita and I conversed about her growth as an author. 

David and Tanita collaborate on a wide variety of cooking and baking adventures, so it’s no surprise that recipes are a big 
part of Tanita’s recent novel.
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Revised Features

Features that Haven’t Changed

VP

The location of the one home and outbuilding that 
were lost in the fire.

Wind, Fire, and Community By Lainey S. Cronk

The Ecovillage Project: Latest Revision 
By Julie Z. Lee



A Community in Mourning

VP

It had been a gorgeous Sabbath in Angwin; the sun was shining and the weather pleasantly warm. At 
Pacific Union College, students were counting down the last five days of class before their week-long 
Thanksgiving break. Professors looked forward to winding down before entering finals week. Every-
thing was as it should have been.

Luke Kotaro Nishikawa
Major: American History

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawaii

Boaz Joshua Pak
Major: Biology, pre-pharmacy

Hometown: Hidden Valley 
Lake, California

Chong Whon Shin
Major: Business Administration, 

pre-dentistry
Hometown: Aloha, Oregon

Simon Chulmin Son
Major: Nursing

Hometown: Hidden Valley  
Lake, California

Luke’s father, Pastor Koji Nishikawa, addresses the 
grieving campus.

by Julie Z. Lee and Lainey S. Cronk



class notes
COMPILED BY HERBERT FORD

Former Faculty & Staff
Fred M. Kinsey

Lynette (Bennett), ’75,

Stephanie Kinsey, ’00, Rebecca Neufeld, 
’76, ’81.

Eugene Everet Witzel

Alumni

1940
David Lin, ’41

Milton Lee, ’36,

Ariel Roth, ’48,

John W. McConnell, ’43, ’56

1950 
Doris (Pancoast) Delmar Batch,  

’55,

1960
Karen Wallace, ’68,

Paul Wallace Bondonno, ’02.

Barbara (Suelzle) McLaughlin, ’62,

Staying in the Loop

Neville Angela (Holgate) 
Gallimore, ’61.

1970
Brenda (Bond) Kris, ’71,

Daniel Morikone ’75,

Valerie (Hamel), ’74,

Vanessa (Alvarado) Greer, ’78,

Rhonda (Minder) Unterseher, ’78,

Edward E. Wright, ’73,

John Treolo, ’79,

1980
U.S. Navy Lieutenant Alan Cameron, 

’89,

Dale E. Galusha, ’82,

Diana (Gramyk) Wallace, ’80, 



Richard Burton 
Lewis III, ’88,

Sylvia (Alvarado) Marwick, ’82,

Deena (Metcalf) Nixon, ’85,

William D. Suh, ’89,

Matthew F. McMearty, ’81,

Alec Wahlman, att. ’84-’88,

Mitch Cambell, ’89,

Nick Walters, ’85,

Deena (Metcalf) Nixon, 
‘85, and family, in Fiji

William DeWitt, ‘92, 
‘93, and his daughter

1990

Albert K. Oh, ’93,

Barbra (Smeenge) Tabura, ’90

David Macknet, ’98, Tanita (Davis), 
’93,

Darryl 
Hosford, att. ’90-’93,

Fred 
Hardinge, ’71,

Gordon 
Harty, ’88,

Stephen (Tad) Fuller, ’94,

Robert E. Stretter, ’95,

William E. DeWitt, ’92, ’93

William DeWitt and his 
band at Tianamen Square



Kenneth Narducci, ’80,

Michelle (Bietz) Cady, ’90,

Scott Cady, ’83,

Lynal A. Ingham, ’92,

Jeff Takahashi, ’98,

Jason, att. ’94-’97, Grace (Chan), ’99, 
Oei,

Mindi (McCoy) Walters, ‘98,

2000

Becky 
Carlton, ’00,

Je Hoon Jung, ’08,

Maya Mackey, ’04,

Anabel (Torres) Wroe, ’00,

Rajdeep (Srikureja) Takeuchi, ’99, ’02,

Jessica Shine, ’01,

Maury A. Castro, ’00,

Karen 
Ong, ’06,

Tracy Chavez, ’05,

Blab in our ears! The spring issue 
of ViewPoint is going to include 
blips from the past (recent and 
not-so-recent). Share your tales, 
short or long (we can always edit 
if space gets short) — moments 
of hilarity, inspiration, pranks, 
encouragement, epiphany, or plain 
ol’ happy memories. 

Got a PUC 
Blip to Blab?

Send us a picture, too!
viewpoint@puc.edu
One Angwin Avenue
Angwin, CA 94508

One evening after a long day of classes, I climbed the stairs 
to second floor Andre and was annoyed to find myself 
locked out of my own dorm room, being told by muffled 
voices from within that they were preparing “A surprise.” 
After I had pouted in the library for a while, I came back to 
discover my room transformed into a jungle camp complete 
with canopies, a paper waterfall, and faux foliage borrowed 
from the dorm parlors. The room stayed that way for some 
time, my roommate crawling into bed every night behind a 
cascade of fake branches. The RAs were impressed.

Here’s one from the editor:

We’re not sure what most of you think of ViewPoint. 
That’s why we have seven easy questions that we’d 
really like you to answer! You can get to this survey 
online a www.puc.edu/alumni 

Seven 
Questions

Mindi (McCoy) Walters, ‘98

Rajdeep (Srikureja) 
Takeuchi, ’99, ’02



obituaries
COMPILED BY HERBERT FORD

Former Board, Faculty and Staff

W. Laurence Ferguson, ’63,

Jereld “Jerry” D. Jolly, ’57,

Trevor Murtagh

Alumni

Francis Victor Anderson, ’45,

Etly (Petersen) Caldwell, SHSHSN ’38,

David Henry Calkins, att. ’49-’50,

Dorothy R. (Scheidemann) Chazotte, SHSHSN 
’34,

giving

VP

How to Give “Good” Assets 



Mabel Elizabeth (Shepard) Folkes, SHSHSN 
’38,

Mary Ellen (Johnson) Forbis, ’64,

Ronald William Jarrett, ’89,

Alma Ruth (Flotz) Kelsey, SHSHSN ’35,

Harold J. Kono, ’53,

Douglas C. Marchus, 40,

Mariane E. (Hollingsead) Mercill, SHSHSN 
’45,

Garland J. Millet, ’35, ’45,

Roma (Nelson) Lewis, SHSHSN ’37,

Larry R. Owens, ’50,

Dugald A. Pinyan, ’49,

John Christian Roos, ’41,

Byron A. Roth, ’73,

Joan (Nephew) Smith, SHSHSN ’37,

Nina (Riley) Stephens, att. ’63

Georgina V. Swearingen, ’68,

Jane Elizabeth (Gallup) Winsor, att. ’35-’37,

Stanley Woodruff, att. ’74-’76,

Updated Obituaries

F. Ronald Jessen, ’57, ’79,

Our condolences to families and friends

Commemorative Gifts

IN MEMORY

William A. Butler, ‘54
Gordon R. Osborn

Robert E. Fuller, ‘59
Laurene Harvey

Larry R. Owens, ‘50
E. Wayne and Mary Tillay

IN APPRECIATION

Alice L. Holst, 
Former Faculty/Staff

Charles and Sheila Potter
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Is Spiritual Authenticity Dangerous? | by Richard C. Osborn
A current PUC student and a former student sat in my office 
interviewing me about my views of Ellen White in preparation 
for Red Books, a play written and performed by PUC’s Dramatic 
Arts Society. I had a decision to make. Would it be dangerous 
for these mature students to hear authentic answers to their 
questions? Would they lose their faith in one of PUC’s founders? 

Would it be possible that an authentic answer might result in increasing their 
belief in a woman I believe was a prophetess?

president’s messageannouncements

Have a birth or wedding announcement? Send your good news to ViewPoint@puc.edu. Be sure to include a photo.

Births:

Ryan Hoover, ‘02,

 (1)

Erin Buth-Fisher, ‘03,

 (2)

Jaymie Hernandez, ‘05, Tim de la Torre, 

‘06, (3)

Jorge Larrondo, ‘98,

(4)

Weddings:

Roy David Gaede Nickels

(1)

Justin Isaiah Holley

(2)

Audrey Rae Hoover

(3)

Colter Jack Franklin

(4)

Callie Grace Samaniego

(5)

1

1 2

3 4

3

5

2

4
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