AUGUST 2026

WHAT’S NEwW

AT PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

PUC RECEIVES SIX-YEAR
ACCREDITATION REAFFIRMATION
Pacific Union College is celebrating a
significant milestone after receiving

a six-year accreditation reaffirmation
from the WASC Senior College and
University Commission (WSCUC), a
decision that recognizes the college’s
academic quality, institutional
effectiveness, and years of intentional
progress. It marks the culmination of
years of collaborative efforts involving
faculty, staff, administrators, and the
Board.

NEW PUC VICE PRESIDENT OF
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

On July 1, Sam Heier transitioned to his
new role as Vice President of Financial
Administration and Chief Financial
Officer. Having served as the Executive
Director of Financial Administration
since 2023, he has since established
strong financial rapport across campus,
bringing a wealth of experience,
strategic thinking, and a vision to keep
PUC moving forward.

PUC WELCOMES NEW REGISTRAR
On June 12, Elizabeth (Libett) Mufioz
Beard stepped into the role as PUC'’s
new Registrar in the Records Office,

Pacific
Union
College

following Craig Philpott’s retirement

after 40 faithful years at PUC. Coming
to campus from Riverside, CA, Mufioz

is a distinguished and experienced
educator with a deep passion for the
Seventh-day Adventist mission and

education- a valuable contribution that

PUC is delighted and proud to have.

PUC INITIATES INTRO TO LAW

As part of an initiative to enhance the
pre-law program at PUC, Intro to Law

will be offered to students starting in
the fall 2026 quarter. This 100-level

course will be offered not only to PUC
students but also to the College Early

program for high school students.

MISSION TRIP TO BRAZIL From June
15-28, seven students from PUC joined

Loma Linda University’s Students for
International Mission Service (SIMS)
program for a medical mission trip in
Manaus, Brazil. In collaboration with
the North American Division (NAD)
of Seventh-day Adventists and other
Adventist universities, such as La

Sierra University, Southern Adventist
University, and Washington Adventist

University, the Manaus Adventist
Conference partnered with these
institutions to provide medical and

READ THE FULL ARTICLES, LEARN MORE
ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS AND SUBSCRIBE

TO OUR EMAILS AT: puc.edu/puc-now

dental patient care, health fairs,

and Vacation Bible School to the
communities living along the Amazon
River.

PUC PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSOR
CONNECTS CLASSROOM AND
COMMUNITY Throughout the 2025-
2026 academic year, PUC Assistant
Professor of Psychology Libna Arroyo
invited guests to her psychology
courses to give students real-world
learning experiences through the
college’s experiential learning
opportunities.

PUC’S CAMPUS SAFETY THROWS
FIRST GREEN MOVE-OUT INITIATIVE
From June 9-19, PUC Signal Security
Site Supervisor Jennifer Schooley

and the campus safety department
organized a Green Move-Out for
students to donate any items they no
longer needed or couldn’t bring back
home.

PUC HONORS THEIR ATHLETIC
PROGRAMS’ SUCCESSFUL SEASON
On May 24, PUC honored 120 of its
student-athletes at the Athletic Awards
Banquet, with 38 receiving CAL-Pac
awards and 29 receiving PUC Team
awards.

PATHWAYS IN SCIENCE: PUC
ALUMNUS SERIES IMPACTS
STUDENTS Since 2022, 49 PUC alumni,
and counting, have been involved with
Pathways in Science, an alumni seminar
series created by PUC Dean of the
School of Sciences Aimee Wyrick.
When the program was first formed, it
only involved the biology department,
but over the last two years, it has grown
to support all the departments under
the School of Sciences: chemistry,
global public health, kinesiology and
health science, mathematics, and
psychology and social work. With four

seminars each quarter, Wyrick has
connected PUC students with alumni to
learn about their careers and broaden
their understanding of what the future
may hold beyond college.

GREBE MONITORING PROJECT
TAKES FLIGHT OVER CLEAR LAKE
Led by PUC Scientist in Residence,

Dr. Scott Butterfield, a new grebe
monitoring project has literally taken
“flight” over Clear Lake. Funded by a
multi-year grant the project is focused
on developing new drone-based
methods that will allow Dr. Butterfield
and high school students from across
Lake County conduct annual monitoring
of grebes, their nests, eggs, and
hatchlings at Clear Lake and to help tell
the story about how restoration efforts
currently happening at Clear Lake are
impacting these iconic bird species.

PUC CAREER

Db 10
| OPPORTUNITIES
; PUC is hiring! If you or
= someone you know would be

a great fit for a faculty and
staff position, please visit

puc.edu/campus-services/
human-resources/careers.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

AUG.14 -17:
Birding Bonanza & Alumni Retreat

AUG. 30 - SEPT.1:
Pub Workshop

SEPT. 21:
Start of school

OCT.1:
Girls Volleyball Tournament
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