
AN INTERVIEW WITH WORSHIP 
DIRECTOR NATALIE NAKANISHI 
This year’s Campus Ministries worship 
director is senior psychology and 
business, pre-law student Natalie 
Nakanishi. When she arrived at 
PUC, Natalie knew she wanted to 
be involved in ministry and help 
build a stronger spiritual community 
on campus. Since being invited to 
be on the worship team and joining 
outreach during her freshman year, 
Campus Ministries has been one of 
the most meaningful parts of her PUC 
experience.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: DANIEL 
MORALES  Alumnus and Napa Native 
Daniel Morales has been the assistant 
athletic director at PUC for the last 
two years and was assigned to be 
the NAIA Compliance and Eligibility 
Coordinator this school year. He 
graduated from PUC with degrees in 
communication studies and Spanish in 
2016, and feels his role as assistant AD 
is a full-circle moment.

PUC ON BROADWAY: A COMMUNITY 
BEYOND THE STAGE From February 
21 to 22, students from Pacific Union 
College and PUC Preparatory 
showcased the largest cast turnout of 
PUC on Broadway at the Paulin Hall 
Auditorium. A student-led production, 
this year’s directors and producers 
were PUC seniors Leila Beltran, a 
senior liberal studies and music major, 
and Emily Lalas, a biology and music 
major. 

ALIVE WITH JOY: PUC MUSIC TOUR 
2026 Over winter break, February 5-8, 
Pacific Union College’s department of 
music went on tour to the San Diego, 
CA, area. They performed for chapel 
programs at Escondido Adventist 
Academy and San Diego Academy, 
presented vespers at Paradise Village 

Retirement Community and San Diego 
Fil-Am Adventist Church, and provided 
music for the church service at Bonita 
Valley Adventist Church.

PUC HOSTS FIRST-EVER BOYS’ 
VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
For the very first time, Pacific Union 
College hosted a boys’ volleyball 
tournament featuring 10 academies 
from across the state. From March 6 to 
7, this special event included Redlands 
Academy, San Gabriel Academy, 
Glendale Academy, Rio Lindo 
Academy, Mountain View Academy, 
Pine Hills Academy, Pleasant Hill 
Academy, Lodi Academy, Sacramento 
Academy, and PUC Preparatory. The 
San Gabriel Eagles won first place, 
finishing 3-1, with the Pine Hills Eagles 
in second and the Redlands Academy 
Bulldogs in third.

READ THE FULL ARTICLES, LEARN MORE 
ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS AND  SUBSCRIBE 
TO OUR EMAILS AT: puc.edu/puc-now
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PUC’S GRADUATE DEGREES: 
SERVICE ACROSS SECTORS 
Over the past few years, Pacific 
Union College has enthusiastically 
expanded its graduate degree 
programs in education, nursing, 
communication, and business, 
offering flexibility, small class sizes, 
experiential learning, and most 
importantly, a Christian environment 
that empowers students with 
opportunities within the Seventh-day 
Adventist world and beyond.

TWO NEW DEANS GRACE PUC’S 
RESIDENCE HALLS Pacific Union 
College was pleased to welcome two 
individuals whom they appointed as 
assistant deans for the men’s and 
women’s dorms last fall quarter. 
PUC Vice President of Student and 
Spiritual Life, Aimee Leukert, said 
they were “answers to prayers,” 
and were welcomed with open and 
loving arms by the school. Ever since 
they arrived, they have settled in 
nicely, not only living up to such high 
praise but going above and beyond 
for the students of their respective 
residence halls. 

LAURA WIBBERDING PRESENTS 
ADVENTIST HISTORY AT 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY SUMMIT
On February 7, Laura Wibberding, 
chair of the history department at 
Pacific Union College, delivered 
a presentation about the history 
of Seventh-day Adventists at the 
Interfaith Religious Liberty Summit 
main event in Salt Lake City, UT. This 
was her third time speaking about 
Adventist history for a religious 
liberty event, having previously 
spoken in November at the Religious 
Liberty Summit at the Paradise 
Adventist Church and in October 
at the Religious Liberty Breakfast 
hosted by the Northern California 
Conference.

PUC & LLU STEM AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS WORKSHOP: 
INSPIRING CAREER PATHWAYS
From February 22 to 23, Pacific 
Union College’s School of Sciences 
and Loma Linda University Schools 
of Dentistry, Pharmacy, and Allied 
Health held STEM and health 
profession workshops for 75 students 
from Monterey Bay Academy, 
Mountain View Academy, Lodi 
Academy, and PUC Preparatory.
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