
A FOUNDATION OF FAITH, SERVICE, 
AND LEADERSHIP: MONICA ALLEN’S 
STORY Dr. Monica Allen has worn 
many hats as a working professional: 
a preschool teacher, public health 
practitioner, and professor at a state 
university. While her career path has 
wound around with several detours 
and pit stops, Monica has always been 
clear that wherever she was, whatever 
she was doing, she was called to a life 
of service. 

SANDRA RINGER AND KIMBERLY 
DUNKER WIN MOST DISTINGUISHED 
POSTER AWARD AT CACN 
CONFERENCE During the 2026 
California Association of Colleges of 
Nursing Conference (CACN) in Palm 
Springs, CA, Assistant Professor of 
Nursing and Director of the RN to 
BSN Program, Sandra Ringer, and 
former PUC Dean of Nursing, Kimberly 
Dunker, won the Most Distinguished 
Poster award for exploring emotional 
intelligence among PUC senior nursing 
students.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: ABBY SUTTAN
From Loma Linda, Abby Sutton 
originally planned to attend La 
Sierra University because it was 
close to home. Instead, she chose 
PUC because she wanted a college 
experience far from home and loved 
the quiet environment and natural 
surroundings, which made her 
decision much easier. Although she 
was nervous and didn’t know anyone 
on campus, the Fusion leaders, staff, 
and President Trecartin were so 
welcoming, helping her move into the 
dorms, praying with her, and making 
sure she felt supported during her 
first week of college. To this day, their 
outstanding kindness is the one thing 
she remembers most about her arrival 
at PUC.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: ASHLEY 
CASTRO RODRIGUEZ Double-major 
senior Ashley Castro Rodriguez will 
be graduating in June with a BA in 
communication and theology. Earning 
two degrees, while being heavily 
involved in student life, is what she is 
most proud of during her time at PUC. 

“I invested a lot of my time, energy, and 
leadership into multiple departments 
and initiatives on campus,” shared 
Ashley. “Those experiences shaped 
me in a lot of ways, even when the 
outcomes weren’t always what I 
expected.”

READ THE FULL ARTICLES, LEARN MORE 
ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS AND  SUBSCRIBE 
TO OUR EMAILS AT: puc.edu/puc-now
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What’s New
AT PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

UPCOMING EVENTS:

JUNE 12-14: PUC Graduation Weekend

JUNE 28 – JULY 3: PacificQuest 
Summer Programs for Grades 6-12

INTRODUCTION TO DENTISTRY 
AT PUC: SHAPING STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR CAREERS For over 35 years, 
Pacific Union College has offered 
the Introduction to Dentistry taught 
by alumni dentists from Loma Linda 
University School of Dentistry and 
PUC. By testing their hand-eye skills 
and personality characteristics, this 
course has given pre-dental students 
early exposure to the field, preparing 
them for future careers in dentistry 
or dental hygiene.

FIJI MEDICAL MISSION LEAVES 
LASTING IMPACT ON LOCALS & 
STUDENTS From March 19 to 29, 23 
students and two nursing professors 
from Pacific Union College traveled 
to Mana, Fiji for a medical mission 
trip. Accompanied by physicians, 
dentists, and nurse practitioners 
from Loma Linda University, they 
treated 271 medical patients, 101 
dental patients, and 53 optical 
patients.

ANGWIN TO ANGWISH GATHERS 
NATIONWIDE RUNNERS For the 
third year, Angwin to Angwish sold 
out, with about 160 participants from 
the community, the state, and some 

flying in from Tennessee, Arizona, 
and Oregon to compete in the event 
on May 3 at Pacific Union College. 
Runners ranged in age from 5 to the 
60s to compete in the 10k, 26k, and 
the kids’ 1-mile race.

PUC FILM STUDENTS SHINE AT 
SONSCREEN From April 9-12, 
students from the visual arts 
department at Pacific Union College 
attended the annual Sonscreen 
Film Festival in Loma Linda, CA, 
to celebrate their work with their 
department and other fellow 
filmmakers from Adventist colleges 
and universities throughout the 
country. This year, nine films by PUC 
students were showcased, with one 
student winning their category and 
another receiving film funding again. 

PUC CELEBRATES 140 YEARS OF 
ALUMNI AT 2026 HOMECOMING 
WEEKEND On the weekend of 
April 17 to 18, Pacific Union College 
welcomed 220 graduates and 
attendees across generations to 
engage in events, honor proud and 
successful alumni, and come together 
in worship– just like old times.

LEARN MORE
Visit puc.edu/pacificquest 

STAY SOCIAL
See what's happening on campus daily 
by following PUC on social media!

puc.edu/facebook @PUCNow

blog.puc.edu @PUCNow
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