
registered nurses for leadership, 
graduate education, population 
health, evidence-based practice, and 
professional nursing roles in today’s 
healthcare environment.

PUC LAUNCHES HUMANITIES 
DEGREE Through the collaborative 
efforts of those within the School of 
Arts, Humanities, and Professional 
Studies, Pacific Union College is thrilled 
to announce that its new Associate of 
Arts degree in Humanities has been 
approved and will officially be open for 
enrollment in fall 2026.

DIOGENES FILM FESTIVAL: 
CELEBRATING PUC’S VISUAL ARTS 
DEPARTMENT On May 28, Pacific 
Union College’s Visual Arts Department 
hosted its annual Diogenes Film 
Festival at the Cameo Cinema in St. 
Helena. With PUC Professor of Film 
Melissa Henry Pratt and Film Instructor 
Nephtali Marin as the hosts, 15 films 
were showcased to a full house of 
faculty, staff, and the PUC community. 
The night was filled with laughter, heart, 
and, of course, popcorn. With three 
awards presented, three PUC students, 
one alumna, and a student from PUC 
Preparatory received awards for their 
work.

PUC’S ESSAY CONTEST SUCCEEDS 
& CELEBRATES CREATIVE WRITING  
The English Department at Pacific 
Union College received 230 entries 
for its fourth annual high school essay 
contest. With this many students 
submitting their stories, the Emerging 
Voices of the Pacific Union has grown 
tremendously in the last few years, 
surpassing last year’s total of about 103 
submissions. “We host the contest with 
the aim of encouraging young writers to 
continue pursuing their craft,” said PUC 
English Department Chair Emily Logan. 
“We read every single essay with care.” 

PUC COLLABORATES WITH 
COMMUNITY IN TRAIL CLEANING
A few weeks prior to the annual Angwin 
to Angwish race held on May 3, Pacific 
Union College Enrollment Counselor 
Abraham Garrido partnered with 45 
participants from the Redwood Trail 
Alliance and the St. Helena Thunderbird 
mountain biking group to clear leaves, 
trees, overgrown grass areas, and 
bushes throughout the trails adorning 
the college’s 1,100 acres of forest.

PUC’S AIR EXPO TAKES OFF DURING 
HOMECOMING WEEKEND
On Sunday, April 19, Pacific Union 
College’s aviation program hosted 
its annual Air Expo at the end of 
Homecoming Weekend alongside the 
Angwin Disaster Airlift Response Team 
(DART), creating a well-rounded and 
enjoyable experience that brought 
students, faculty, staff, and community 
members together.

PUC’S MEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM’S 
36-YEAR TRANSFORMATION 
Athletics in North American Seventh-
day Adventist colleges and universities 
date back only 40 years. Because there 
was not a long history, Pacific Union 
College’s Men’s Pioneers Volleyball 
Team was established only during the 
1989-1990 school year, when the college 
began its athletic program.

 

PUC HONORS THE CLASS OF 2026
From June 12 to 14, Pacific Union 
College proudly celebrated 316 
graduates from 13 states and six 
countries, awarding a total of 345 
degrees across the nursing, business, 
psychology, social work, visual 
arts, biology, world languages, and 
communication departments– awarding 
169 associate’s degrees, 167 bachelor’s 
degrees, and nine master’s degrees. 
Filling the seats at every service over 
the weekend were proud parents, 
faculty and staff, friends, and colleagues 
of the graduates who have left a lasting 
impact on the college campus.

PUC NAMES ROSS WINKLE AS 
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR On May 21, 
Pacific Union College Professor of New 
Testament Ross Winkle was honored 
as the 2025-2026 Educator of the Year 
during a special Community program 
at the PUC Church. He was selected 
by the student body for his spirited 
teaching, dedicated mentorship, and 
commitment to faith.

PUC LAUNCHES ADVENTIST 
AVIATION MISSION MUSEUM IN NEW 
FACILITY The Pacific Union College 
aviation program recently introduced 
the Adventist Aviation Museum in its 

new facility to alumni, students, faculty 
and staff, and community members. 
Across from Fisher Hall, where the 
program currently houses one of its 
simulators and classrooms, this new 
facility, aside from the Virgil O. Parrett 
Field Airport, serves as a modern-day 
exhibition honoring fellow Adventist 
missionaries and aviation pioneers while 
offering ample space for students in the 
fast-growing program.

PUC’S RN TO BSN PROGRAM RANKS 
#2 IN NURSE.ORG FOR 2026 The 
Pacific Union College nursing program 
is pleased to announce that, alongside 
its latest ranking of #7 for producing the 
highest-paid nurses nationwide, it has 
now been ranked #2 on Nurse.org for 
the accessibility, online and in-person 
offerings, length, and academic quality 
of its fast-growing RN-to-BSN program.

PUC RANKS #7 IN PRODUCING 
HIGHEST PAID NURSES 
NATIONWIDE In May, Pacific Union 
College was ranked #7 for its bachelor’s 
program in nursing, with graduates 
earning a median annual income of 
$141,000. PUC’s RN-to-BSN program 
is accredited by the Accreditation 
Commission for Education in Nursing 
(ACEN) and is designed to prepare 
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