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“LITTLE” STORIES | by Lainey S. Cronk

editorial viewpoint
We always feature students and alums whose 
“big” stories show excellence through awards, 
major projects, or brilliant careers. In this issue, 
we take a “behind-the-stats” look at academic 
excellence, using those impressive “big” stories 
to illustrate our point, which they do so well.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Interactive, hands-on learning is one ingredient in student success stories.



ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
You know those road construction projects that stretch into eternity? That’s what academic 
excellence is like at PUC. Academic excellence is a vague term, a goal you’d presume for any 
scholarly institution. But at PUC, it has a unique personality. It’s a site that’s always under 
construction. The orange cones are permanent.

Oddly enough, that’s not a bad thing. In fact, it’s a 
quality that’s central to the life and mission of the 
college. Because what academic excellence means 
here is not a ranking, a score, or a statistic (though 
they can be indicators). Instead, it means Shondene 
studying native bees, William examining ego 
identity status, and a Cornell University professor 
reminiscing about PUC. You’ll meet these characters 
in a moment. !e point, though, is that academic 
excellence at PUC is about people and their success 
stories, before and after graduation.

But it’s not about being a campus that collects people 
with success stories; it’s about giving people success 
stories here. 

!at makes our job harder. A school that only 
accepts super-high-achieving students will naturally 
turn out successful graduates. !at looks good, but 
it’s also pretty easy; as academic dean Nancy Lecourt 
says, “A school that only takes in and puts out good 
students — big whoop.” We, on the other hand, 
have a commitment to the Adventist church and to 
students from a variety of academic backgrounds. 
We like it when already successful students choose 
PUC, but we also accept those who need help 
building success stories. As Lecourt says,  “we don’t 
just give them a chance — we help them succeed.”

It’s about bringing together the pieces and elements 
necessary to create excellent students. “!e focus is 
on preparing excellent students,” says Lecourt. And 
that’s a process that starts afresh with each new 
young person that arrives on campus. 

BUILDING SUCCESS STORIES 
Why academic excellence is an on-going project
By Lainey S. Cronk

HAMLET, ARGENTINA, AND NATIVE BEES

Junior biology (pre-medicine) student Shondene 
Griswold will be busy during the next two blooming 
seasons of a Napa Valley chaparral plant called 
the chemise. It’s preferred by the area’s native bees, 
and Shondene will be studying (in layman’s terms) 
interactions between the bees, the flowers, and the 
presence of a certain chemical. Her research has been 
influenced and informed by her father, who studies 
bees for the Department of Agriculture (“I grew up 
collecting bugs,” Shondene says), an ecologist in 
Arizona whom Shondene works for in the summers, 
and a professor at University of California, San 
Francisco who has done research on native bees.

Shondene’s project is an example of a hands-on 
approach to learning, a key element of how we 
hold high standards in — or rather, out of — the 
classroom. “Nationwide, the emphasis is still on 
lecturing and testing,” says Lecourt, “but we want to 
move toward significant learning and active learning.” 

!is style of learning is especially versatile because 
it’s useful for the entire spectrum of students. It 
works for those who need more construction help 
in building success stories, and it provides space for 
more advanced students like Shondene to go a step 
beyond. 

Amber Trott is another such student. A graphic 
design major, she’s part of a department (visual 
arts) that lends itself especially well to active 
learning, but she’s going farther with her own skills 
by doing freelance design work for Level, a highly 



respected design firm. She’s designed cards, labels, 
and packaging for some of the culinary world’s top 
names; but the learning she most appreciates is from 
the company’s designers. “With years of experience 
under their belt they have been able to improve my 
typographic skills, push my concepting abilities and 
encourage my enjoyment for design,” she says. “It’s 
been really helpful seeing how an actual firm operates 
and see graphic design applied.”

!e hands-on learning approach shows up across 
campus. !e history department is planning a 
summer tour to Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Great 
Britain. !e English department holds an annual 
summer Shakespeare in Performance class  
in Ashland, Oregon, in which students read, watch, 
and discuss plays, and meet actors and sta". !e 
Honors Program focuses on discussions, trips, and 
integrated learning. 

We also send high numbers of students to spend 
terms abroad. And di"erent classes take advantage of 
area resources, such as the reporting class visiting San 
Quentin state prison and the environmental science 
class touring a geothermal plant. 

“Active learning” also means that more and more 
departments are encouraging or requiring students 
to take internships, externships, and practicums, 
Lecourt notes. 

When our alums look back, they note the impact 
this kind of learning had. Psychology alumnus David 
Pizarro, ’97, has honed and applied his education 
and research skills at Yale, UC Irvine, and Cornell. 
Now an assistant professor at Cornell University 
in the department of psychology, he still lauds his 
PUC teachers and active learning. “My psychology 
professors provided a great intellectual foundation 

that I feel prepared me well for the challenges of 
graduate school.  Not only did they require us to do 
research, they also encouraged us to attend confer-
ences and make connections with others in the field 
of psychology.”

EGO IDENTITY AND CHINESE HERBS

Bees and and prison field trips aside, the most 
important aspect of learning at PUC is Aubyn, Brian, 
and the rest of the professors and their leadership in 
the learning environment.

A learning atmosphere is influenced by numerous 
factors. Lecourt notes that SAT scores of incoming 
students — and anecdotal evidence — indicate that 
advanced students tend to self-select PUC. “Who’s 
in the classroom makes a di"erence,” Lecourt says. 

“Discussion can take place on a higher level, and they 
bring the other students along.”

About two years ago, PUC took an extended look 
at whether it should change its name to “university.” 
After extensive research, the college board unani-
mously voted that PUC should remain a college in 
name and function. Kelly Bock, director of education 
for the Pacific Union, remarked, “I was impressed 
at how deeply the faculty and students feel about 
staying true to the mission of a college.” 

!at dedication means that professors are asked 
to focus more on their students than on extensive 
outside research — though many find ways to 
continue scholarly pursuits on the side. “!e schol-
arship of teaching and learning is important to us,” 
explains Lecourt. “We may not ask our teachers to be 
scholars, but we want them to be actively thinking 
about teaching and learning.”

So it’s the teachers who are leading in the atmosphere 
of learning. Juliana Dalotto, now the PUC director 
of student activities, went to state universities before 
studying at PUC. She was amazed to find students 
frequenting PUC faculty homes for vespers, meals, 
and discussions. “I hadn’t heard about PUC’s 
teachers and how amazing they are — it was a nice 
surprise upon arriving. I now brag about my teachers 
to everyone. We have something very rare at PUC.”

The Shakespeare in  
Performance class takes 
active learning to the 
Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival every summer.



One exciting intersection of teacher dedication and 
active learning is professors working side-by-side 
with students. Biology professor Brian Wong works 
with student assistants in his lab research. Junior 
biology and biophysics (pre-medicine) major Dinh 
Nguyen has been working with Wong since last June 
on the chemopreventive property of two Chinese 
herbs on prostrate and colorectal cancer. With 
Wong, he recently did a poster presentation for 
the American Association for Cancer Research in 
Philedelphia. 

“Doing research helps me put everything together,” 
Nguyen says, explaining that the work connects 
textbook knowledge that sometimes seems irrelevant. 

“Now, all those classes seem very useful and make 
more sense to me. I can apply them in my research.” 

Students Andrew Webster and Juliane Da Silva 
recently worked on projects with psychology 
professor Aubyn Fulton, and both papers have been 
accepted for the Western Psychological Association 
Convention. Webster’s project examined the 
relationship between ego identity status and person-
ality traits as they play out in everyday choices — in 
this case, sandwich preferences. Da Silva and Fulton 
examined the factors that influence forgetting, 
including with victims of sexual abuse. 

“We have a long history in our department of 
psychology faculty mentoring student researchers,” 
Fulton explains. “!is is valuable for students, 
because it helps them apply and understand the 
research principles they learn in class in real-life 
settings, and gives them experience presenting their 
findings to a wider, professional audience.” 

Fulton considers this “a good example of the kind of 
individual mentoring relationships that teachers can 
have with students at PUC because we are a small, 
liberal arts college that focuses on teaching under-
graduates, not graduate students.”

“A MORE PROFITABLE CLASS OF CITIZENS”

!e result of this kind of learning scenario is that our 
students are excellent. As they head into graduate 
schools, the career world, and communities, they 
prove to be successful. Looking back, they say that 
PUC prepared them well.

When Ashley Riveira, ’01, headed from PUC to 
Harvard School of Law, she made the transition to 
one of America’s most prestigious and competitive 
law schools with ease. “I felt well prepared for 
Harvard,” she says. “I knew how to study, how to 
hold my own in my classes and in campus life.” 
Riveira has recently been recognized for a scholarly 
book she co-wrote with a Harvard Law School 
classmate.

Joanne Park, ’00, moved into a position with NBC 
after graduation. As a publicist in the NBC enter-
tainment publicity department, she has worked 
on promoting many di"erent shows such as $25 
Million Dollar Hoax and Joey. “I chose to attend 
PUC because I knew that I would get a Christian 
education in a great environment.  What I didn’t 
expect was that I would get what I consider to be the 
best education in communications and P.R.”

!is training of excellence that Riveira and Park 
experienced may be an ongoing process, but it is 
a well-established standard. We’ve long had an 
informal reputation as a “more academic” college, 
and training in excellence was the goal long before 
there were rankings or standardized tests. !e 
first Healdsburg College bulletin said education 
was “improvement of the powers of the entire 
human organism,” that students were to attain 
a “commendable self-su#ciency” and be a “more 
profitable class of citizens.”

So we’re keeping on our hard-hats. As long as 
students are coming to PUC, we’ll keep teaching 
and developing excellence. And both on campus and 
after graduation, our students keep demonstrating 
that what we’re building is worthwhile — both for 
individual success and for the positive impact on 
communities where these alums live, work, and serve. 
VP

Biology students can get advanced lab 
experience working with professor Brian Wong on 
his cancer prevention research.



news 
Students Attend Film Festival

College Wins Debate Over Property Rights

PUC students attended the 2008 Sundance Film Festival in Utah, 
the largest independent film festival in the United States. 

Students joined other PUC 
supporters at the General  
Plan Update meeting.



Faculty Continue Scholarly Pursuits

Darfur Conflict Survivors Speak at PUC

Adam and Asal, two survivors from the Darfur conflict region in Sudan, shared their first-hand accounts with PUC.



Two Novels Carry on the Utt Legacy 

Student Film Wins Platinum Ava Award
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giving

The Best Way or the Probate Way 
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The people who make it possible



Classes of 1923-1935
Florence I. (Nagel) Howlett
Sherman A. Nagel

 18%  | $6,775 

Class of 1936
 33% | $150 

Class of 1937
 21% | $221 

Class of 1938
 14% | $2,680

Class of 1939
Shirley C. (Cavin) Johnson

 9% | $186

Class of 1940
Francis W. Ruddle

 31% | $626

Class of 1941
 33% | $11,534

Class of 1942
 29% | $9,536

Class of 1943
William A. Hilliard

 47% | $104,202

Class of 1944
George W. Munson

 29% | $2,095

Class of 1945
Lawrence E. Davidson

 42% | $2,033

Class of 1946
S. Lawrence Maxwell

 37% | $4,219

Class of 1947
Barbara J. (Mikkelsen)  
Youngblood

 43% | $10,701

Class of 1948
Dalton D. Baldwin

 21% | $4,034

Class of 1949
Winona M. (Slater) Letcher

 35% | $8,140

Class of 1950
V. Kenneth Juler

 39% | $11,151

Classes of 1923-1935
Florence I. (Nagel) Howlett
Sherman A. Nagel

 18%  | $6,775 

LEGEND
Donor group by graduating 
class or PUC affiliation

PUC class agent

Class participation

Total gift of listed group

Giving level symbol:
 Deceased
 The Founder
 Committee of 100 
($500)

 President’s Circle 
($1,000)

 Advocate ($2,500)
 Howell Mountain  
Benefactor 
($5,000)



Class of 1951
Carolyn S. (Thompson) 
Williams

 37% | $12,264

Class of 1952
 35% | $10,446

Class of 1953
Patricia H. Shryock-Wallace

 40% | $8,302

Class of 1954
Herbert P. Ford

 35% | $18,218

Class of 1955
Madeline (Steele) Johnston

 44% | $51,423

Class of 1956
Harold O. Burden

 46% | $10,636



Class of 1957
William B. Hull

 57% | $9,324

Class of 1958
Ralph M. Coupland

 30% | $6,934

Class of 1959
Harry A. Van Pelt

 23% | $1,855

Class of 1960
S. Clark Rowland

 24% | $8,759

Class of 1961
 30% | $7,537

Class of 1962
 38% | $6,578

 

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



Class of 1963
Arleen L. (House) Downing
Lawrence G. Downing

 29% | $19,619

Class of 1964
Ernest J. Bursey

 27% | $3,543

Class of 1965
David A. Escobar

 22% | $10,313

Class of 1966
Thomas G. Bunch

 23% | $12,656

Class of 1967
Allan D. Fisher

 28% | $13,930

Class of 1968
 17% | $3,976

Class of 1969
 19% | $35,889

Class of 1970
Charles A. Pereyra-Suarez

 21% | $17,484



Class of 1971
Myron K. Widmer

 19% | $13,044

Class of 1972
Robert D. Sewell

 21% | $9,207

Class of 1973
 13% | $3,885

Class of 1974
 13% | $11,611

Class of 1975
Steven L. Nelson

 16% | $10,946

Class of 1976
 12% | $33,722

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



Class of 1977
 15% | $39,674

Class of 1978
Jack L. Boren

 11% | $24,824

Class of 1979
 11% | $13,643

Class of 1980
Deborah P. (Pontynen) Godt

 13% | $9,437



Class of 1981
 9% | $8,394

Class of 1982
David W. Colwell

 13% | $12,338

Class of 1983
 11% | $12,338

Class of 1984
Tim Kubrock

 14% | $6,518

Class of 1985
 13% | $11,228

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



Class of 1986
Alyssa (Ford) Morel

 14% | $2,925

Class of 1987
Jerry E. Nelson

 11% | $9,119

Class of 1988
Tammy R. (West) Mathis

 13% | $7,978

Class of 1989
 8% | $1,449

Class of 1990
 8% | $5,314

 
 
 

Class of 1991
Milbert C. Mariano

 10% | $3,815

Class of 1992
Vickie L. (Morrow) Hess

 7% | $4,953

Class of 1993
Joelle L. (Reed) Yamada

 5% | $1,021

Class of 1994
Cynthia (Hackett) Boskind

 4% | $500

Class of 1995
Michael J. Bennie

 7% | $4,339

Class of 1996
Aimee C. Wyrick

 5% | $1,381

Class of 1997
Michelle L. (Konn) Rai

 3% | $513

Class of 1998
Amanda Anguish

 9% | $9,004

Class of 1999
Ryan P. O’Neal

 5% | $33,511

Class of 2000
Noemi Roman

 6% | $778

Class of 2001
 5% | $498

Class of 2002
Jenniffer M. Ogden

 3% | $245



Class of 2003
 1% | $121

Class of 2004
Russell K. Yamada

 4% | $1,066

Class of 2005
Michael Yamada

 5% | $785

Class of 2006
Juliana G. Dalotto

 5% | $1,112

Class of 2007
 4% | $1,008

Alumni Who Attended
$131,0943

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



Faculty/Staff
Alumni are listed  
with their classes
$37,005 Board of Trustees

$85,141

Friends
$718,522



Foundations
$240,300

Religious Organizations
$3,356,818 (With subsidy)

Businesses & Corporations
$371,816

Legacy In Action
Persons who have included 
PUC in their estate plans

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



Commemorative Gifts

In Memory

Neil H. Coeur-Barron, ‘45
Mary Jean Coeur-Barron Thompson

Walter D. Cox, ‘51
Glen and Carol Bobst

Geneva Durham, Former Faculty/Staff
Frederick L. Lorenz

Margaret Huse, Former Faculty
Earl and Gail Aagaard
Glen and Carol Bobst
Ellsworth E. Wareham

John W. Kuykendall, ‘60
Eleanor Kuykendall 

D. Malcolm Maxwell, ‘56
D. Gordon and Gwynne Anderson

Glen and Carol Bobst
Charles M. Bolander

James and Shirley Chang
Eloise D. Clark

Tim Doran
     Cyril and Charlotte Hartman

   Robert and Madeline Johnston
    La Sierra University

Lynnwood Firefighters, Local #198
     Pauline G. Maxwell

     Charles and Sheilah Potter
     J. Paul Shively

     Marcia L. Toledo

Eileen J. Maxwell, ‘55
D. Gordon and Gwynne Anderson

Glen and Carol Bobst

Charles M. Bolander
James and Shirley Chang

Cyril and Charlotte Hartman
Robert and Madeline Johnston

Noel May, ‘32
Kellie J. Lind

Stanley E. Moser, ‘52
Dorothy Weisz

George L. Pursley, Alumni
Esther Pursley

Patricia R. Reynolds, ‘69
Norm Manzer

Evabelle Winning,’40
Beverly J. Lorenz

SYMBOLS: 
 Deceased      The Founder      Committee of 100 ($500)      President’s Circle ($1000) 
 Advocate ($2,500)      Howell Mountain Benefactor ($5,000)



class notes
COMPILED BY HERBERT FORD

Board, Faculty and Staff
Ricardo Graham

Audrey Weir, ‘75

Thomas J. Mostert Jr.,

Stan Hendrickson
Jan (Olson), att. ‘89,

Terrence J. Roberts,

Alumni

1910

Raymond 
A. Mortensen (‘19)

Roger Barnes (‘20)
Walter E. Macpherson (‘20, 

‘22) Samuel 
A. Crooks (‘20, ‘24)
Alanzo J. Neufeld (‘30)

Robert F. Chinnock 
(‘39, ‘41)

1920
Joseph Car Johannes, ‘23, Stanley 
Gordon Sturges, ’50,

1930
Kenneth H. Wood, ‘38,

Miriam (Brown) Wood, ‘38,

Aileen (Andres) 
Sox, ‘69.

1950
Wallace A. Tamayose, ‘51,

Milton A. Miller, ‘52,

Staying in the Loop



William A. Jacobson, ‘53,

Elwin, ‘54, Beth (Angell), att. 
‘50-‘52, Dunn

1960
Charles, ‘66,

Greg Mace, att. ‘82,

D. Reid, ’67, Marilyn (Raber), ‘66, 

Linda (Dickinson) Ravenhorst, ‘67,

1970
Robert D. Sewell, ‘72,

Rosanne Tetz, ‘76,

David, ‘78, Holly (Uechi), att. ‘80,

Dan Serns, 
‘79, Jim 
McMurry, ‘78, Stan Caylor, ‘70,

David J. Omerod, ‘79,

John Westerdahl, ’79,

1980
Verna Kay Gibson, ’81,

Verna Kay Gibson, ’81



Kent, ‘81, Leonda (Stickney), ‘79,
George

Dean T. Sandow, ‘81, ‘84, ‘87,

Scott Moncrieff, ‘82,

Fred Adams, ’83, Diana 
(Schmidt), ’83,

Dorothy (Bovee) Fletcher, ‘84,

Eva-Mari (Lundin) Thomas, ’88,
Dane, att. ’86-’87,

1990
Bryan E. Tsao, ‘91,

Scott C. Nelson, ‘92,

Marni (Miller) 
Nelson, ’91,

Johanna (Reeve) Pewitt, att. ‘97,

2000
Steven Horton, att. ‘00,

Larry Brisuela, ‘04,

Dean T. Sandow, ’81, 
’84, ’87

Scott Moncrieff, ’82



obituaries
COMPILED BY HERBERT FORD

Former Faculty and Staff

Jean Grams,

Catharine C. (Macaulay) Miller, ‘80,

Louis W. Normington, ‘47, ‘50,

Lee H. Taylor,

Alumni

Katherine Erville (Smith) Allen, ‘42, ’71,

Vivian Alice Bowers-Beazley, SHSHSN ‘65, 

Allen Frank Bowyer, ‘54,

Robert Douglas Colton, ‘53,



Vivian E. (Smith) Nelson Cushman, ’31, ‘56, 

Elden Ford, ‘72,

Robert E. Fuller, ‘59,

Harry A. Knopper, ‘81, ’85,

Arthur I. Kugel, ‘36, ‘40,

John W. Kuykendall Sr., ‘60,

Curtis Clifford McMillan, ‘56,

Elton S. Morel, ‘54,

Carol Courville, att. ‘52-‘53,

Michael I. Ratliff, ‘67,

Arlene D. (Paulson-Davis) Spainhower, ‘59,

Jack T. Thompson, ‘56,

Charles O. Todd, ‘59,

Our condo-
lences to 
families and 
friends



announcements

Have a birth or wedding announcement? Send your good news to ViewPoint@puc.edu. Be sure to include a photo.

Births:

Frank 

Charles Valdez, ’86,

Jennifer Crow, ‘02 Heidi Utt, ‘00,

Michael Ketcherside, 

att. ‘97-’98,

Anne-Marie King, ‘07,

Devan Friday, ‘07,

  Weddings:

Audrey Elizabeth Breckenridge

(1)

Maya Jade Martinez,

(2)

Ainsley Rebecca Ng,

(3)

Hannah Gabrielle Balatgek,

(4)

3 4

1 2



A Giving Mind | by Richard C. Osborn

I was in the middle of a meeting at PUC when the dreaded and 

completely unexpected call came from my brother in Maryland 

on December 21, 2007, telling me that my mother, Evelyn, was at 

Washington Adventist Hospital, not expected to live. 

president’s message
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The Visionary The Pacific Union College  
Donor Newsletter

Learn more about the di!erence your 
gifts make for PUC. 

STARTING IN APRIL, “THE VISIONARY,” THE NEW PUC DONOR NEWSLETTER, 

WILL BE HOSTED ON alumni.puc.edu/index.php?donor.

Hear the story behind the gift, 

learn about new projects and the 

out about higher education trends, 

and see how your gifts affect the 

lives of students every day.

Sign up today by making sure we 

have your updated e-mail address. 

You can send it to  

advancement@puc.edu. 

See your gifts make a difference.


