
a passion for nature. Ever since then, 
he has been chasing every scene to 
capture not only in memory, but on 
camera to share with the world.

“MISSION TRIPS ARE MY PASSION” 
In July, PUC student Elena Freitas 
had the opportunity to participate in 
a biology department mission trip to 
Kandy, Sri Lanka. As an environmental 
studies major from Hilo, Hawaii, she 
was excited to visit a new country 
and serve the people. “Mission trips 
are my passion!” expressed Elena. “I 
love serving others, and the idea of 
participating in a medical mission trip 
immediately caught my attention. Not 
only would I be helping out with those 
who need medical care, but I would 
also lovingly serve through ministry, 
prayer, and the VBS program.”

THE PUC MISSION CONTINUES: A 
VISION FOR OUR FUTURE
In 2021, a new vision plan was 
implemented for PUC. The goal was 
simple: recognize our problems and 
acknowledge the need for significant 
changes, all while remaining true to 
Adventism, our historical mission, 
and the quality of the PUC campus 
experience. The vision plan was, in 
large part, an operational strategy 
centered on stabilizing the institution, 
all while maintaining our public image, 
core mission, and historical legacy.

BSN PROGRAM EARNS TOP MARKS 
AFTER ACEN ACCREDITATION 
EVALUATION Pacific Union College’s 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
program has again demonstrated 
its excellence, earning continuing 
accreditation and 100% compliance 
from the Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN) through 
2033—the maximum length of time 
between evaluations.

PUC’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 
CLOSES A HISTORIC SEASON On 
Monday, November 3, the women’s 
and men’s cross country teams from 
Pacific Union College competed at 
the California Pacific Conference 
Championships at Simpson University, 
where the men’s team placed in 
second place and the women’s team 
came in third. While the team’s season 
came to a close, three students moved 
on to the National Association of 
Intercollegiate (NAIA) at Apalachee 
Regional Park in Tallahassee, FL, 
on Friday, November 21, breaking 
personal records.

PUC ALUMNUS NAMED NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE 
TREASURER On May 7, Pacific Union 
College alumnus Jaymes Cheney 
was appointed as the next Northern 
California Conference Treasurer. He 
graduated with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration with emphasis in 
accounting and marketing in 2006. 
When looking back at his college 
days, he credits his education at PUC, 
equipping him well for professional 
growth and success in the workplace.

THE YEE FAMILY LEGACY AT PUC 
The story begins with two brothers, 
Franklin and Calvin: the first students 
of three consecutive generations 
and 10 family members who would 
graduate from PUC.

PUC ALUMNI GRANT ORDELHEIDE 
SHARES HIS PASSION FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY Growing up in the 
Colorado Rockies, Montana-based 
nature and outdoor photographer 
Grant Ordelheide was immersed in 
beautiful landscapes and in a family 
that took every opportunity to be 
outdoors. This exposure instilled a fire 
within Ordelheide that was beyond 
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