PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME GUIDELINES

What would you like to be true of your students a year or so after your course is over?

This is the central question you need to answer in order to create learning outcomes. Outcomes should begin with active
verbs and be as concrete and specific as possible. Indicate what you want your students to do in the future, after taking
your course.

QUESTIONS FOR FORMULATING SIGNIFICANT SLO’S:

FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE

e  What key information is important for students to understand and remember in the future?
e  What ideas or perspectives are important for students to understand in this course?

APPLICATION

e  What kinds of thinking are important for student to learn in this course: critical thinking (analyze and
evaluating), creative thinking (imagining and creating), practical thinking (solving problems and making
decisions)?

e  What important skills do students need to learn?

e  What complex projects do students need to learn how to manage?

INTEGRATION

e  What connections should students recognize and make among ideas in this course, in other courses, or with
their own personal, social, or work life?

HUMAN DIMENSIONS

e  What should students learn about themselves?
e  What should students learn about understanding and interacting with others?

CARING

e  What changes would you like to see in the way students care about the ideas and issues covered by this
course?

LEARNING HOW TO LEARN

e  What would you like for students to learn about becoming a self- directed learner relative to this subject?

These questions are from Creating Significant Learning Experiences by L. Dee Fink (Jossey-Bass 2003), p. 75.

updated by Academic Admin 7/6/21



SAMPLE SLO’S:

A year after this course is over, I want and hope that students will. ..
.. prepare a statement of cash flows; interpret the statement.
..recognize fallacies in arguments.
... identify the ways in which art forms of various times and places reflect their historical context.
... read their Greek New Testament for pleasure and inspiration.
... safely perform simple chemical reactions.

.. critique an artwork based on clear criteria.
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