
A Conversation with Kaye Varney, B.S.
Director of Angwin Airport

What extra costs are involved in taking 
aviation at PUC?
The total costs for all four years 
of flight training is approximately 
$25,000 to $30,000.

What planes do you have 
for students to learn on?
The program has three Cessna 
152’s and one twin-engine Piper 
Seminole.

What certifications can 
you receive at PUC?
At PUC, our students can earn 
private pilot single-engine, private pilot multi-
engine, instrument rating, commercial pilot single-
engine, commercial pilot multi-engine, certified 
flight instructor (CFI), multi-engine instructor, and 
instrument instructor ratings. 

Why should I take aviation at PUC?
PUC is in a great location for a variety of flight training 
experiences. We are within easy flying distance 
of many towered airports, both big and small. Our 
practice areas are local and only five to ten minutes 

away. At PUC, our students are able to get training in 
a variety of different types of terrain, different sizes 
of runways, and different types of wind conditions 
and weather.

What types of ministry can a pilot 
enter? 
There are many fields in which you can 
minister and work as a pilot. These include, 
but are not limited to, captain or first officer 
for the airlines, air ambulance, fire-fighting, 
overseas mission flying, and flight instructing.

What is the difference between 
the aviation A.S. and B.S.? 
The bachelor’s degree includes flight training 
for private, instrument, commercial and flight 
instructor licenses and ratings. The associate 

degree includes flight training for private, instrument, 
and commercial, but no flight instructor ratings.

What is your personal favorite plane?
My favorite plane is the WWII Supermarine Spitfire. It 
is one of a few airplanes that have an elliptical wing.

Continue the conversation by writing to  
Kaye Varney at majors@puc.edu. To read about  
a different major, visit puc.edu/majorscards.
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PUC Alumni:  
Real-life Careers
•	Training pilots through CAE, the 

world’s leading training company 
in commercial and corporate 
aviation

•	Piloting for Northwest Airlines’ 
commuter affiliate, Masaba 
Airlines

•	Piloting for corporate planes in 
California

•	Flight and ground instructors at 
various flight schools

•	Mission pilots for short- and 
long-term mission projects

•	Flying jump planes for skydiving
•	Piloting aerial photography 

flights
•	Flying for advertising companies

Bonuses of PUC Aviation
•	PUC is the only liberal arts 

college in California to offer a 
degree in aviation.

•	For those interested in bush 
flying, the Flight Center has 
access to unimproved strips 
within our practice areas. 

•	PUC’s private and instrument 
courses are part of the FAA list 
of approved 141 flight schools.

•	The airport is about a five-
minute walk from dormitories.

•	Many of our top students 
are invited to serve as Flight 
Instructors on our staff and can 
pilot college trips.

Academically Outstanding. Spiritually Authentic.


