FUNDRAISING TIPS

Fundraising is an essential part of preparing to become a student missionary. The earlier you do it and the more letters you mail out, the more successful your efforts will be.

WHAT SHOULD I DO FIRST?
1. Mailing out letters is the most effective way to reach your fundraising goal.  You will need to send out about 75 letters to raise $2500.  Get a list of addresses from your parents, and a copy of your home church directory. 
2. Write your letter. Use the information from the “official” sample enclosed, but personalize it to your personality and information. Print out your letter on attractive stationery.  Graphics and maps appropriate to your destination are always fun to include in your letter.  See examples at the Chaplain’s office.
3. With your letters, you need to enclose one “postage-paid” return envelope. A supply of these envelopes are at the Chaplain’s Office. You may have as many as you need, but we ask that you return any extras you don’t use.
SOME OTHER FUNDRAISING IDEAS
1. Personal appeal to your home church – A short presentation at the announcement time has been very successful for many Student Missionaries. Also some churches will make a donation from their evangelism fund. Ask your pastor and church board about this.

2. Businesses – Write a letter with details of the volunteer program and the part you would be playing in the program.  Then approach local businesses in person, explaining the program and ending with a request for a donation which can be used as a tax write-off, if given through the church. If you mail the letter out, enclose the postage-paid envelope our office provides. However, a personal approach is the best way to get a donation.

3. Newspaper – If you have a local hometown newspaper, write up a story and submit it, including an address where they can send donations.

4. Other fundraising activities – Bake sales, yard sales, car washes, walk-a-thons, etc.

5. The Lord – pray that the Lord will bless your efforts. Pray for those who you will be contacting.  Ask him to bring you in contact with the right people.

Follow-up – Send thank you letters to all donors.  Make a mailing list of all your contacts and keep in touch with letters, post cards and/or newsletters letting them experience the mission field through you.  You may even want to send pictures.
DEADLINES:  Half of your money is due by April 1 and the remainder by May 6.

IF YOUR TIME IS GETTING SHORT:  Your parents may pay the amount you need so your airline ticket can be purchased.  We will then reimburse them when the remainder of your donations 
come in.

*We will help you reach your fundraising goal. Please keep in close contact with us throughout your entire SM process.
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