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Dating Agreement

Adventist Volunteer Service - NAD
   http://volunteers.gc.adventist.org/

A challenging issue for Volunteer Missionaries in the field is the potential romantic relationships with a fellow volunteer or national. The North American Division asks each Volunteer to abstain from romantic relationships while completing their term of service for the following reasons:

1. Dating relationships take the focus from the duties of the volunteer. A romantic relationship while in the field takes the Volunteer’s time and effort away from the duties and responsibilities that they have committed to, thus hindering the success of their mission and that of the organization they endeavor to serve.

2. The Volunteer may make dating decisions that they would not have made under normal circumstances.  The dating pool in the field is limited and the volunteer may make decisions based on this limited pool that they would not have made in their home country.  The Volunteer will be living in an environment unique from anything experienced previously.  This environment will change views and perspectives on many aspects of life.  After becoming accustomed to the new environment, the Volunteer may find that they are romantically attracted to a person that they would not have been under normal conditions in their home country.

3. Volunteers that enter into a dating relationship limit opportunities to enjoy the mission experience with the other volunteers and staff.  Returned volunteers have stated, that looking back, they would have benefited more from time spent with the group, rather than exclusive dating.

4. Each culture has unique social rules for dating.  To some, dating and sexual relationships are indistinguishable.  By becoming a dating couple, volunteers place themselves in a position where local persons have opportunity to draw negative assumptions, thus hindering the work of the organization the volunteer has been called to aid.  Locals place missionaries on a high standard of behavior and they expect the missionaries to live up to these expectations.  When a Volunteer becomes involved in a dating relationship, they are placing not only their own reputation at risk, but that of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the God whom we serve.

We recognize that it is impossible to ban people from developing special feelings for another person.  If this occurs during your term of service, we ask that you conduct yourself in such a way that no questions can be asked of your behavior.

My signature below indicates that I have read, understood, and will comply with the policy stated above during my term of service. 

_____________________________________________
_______________________________

                                     Signature                                                                                     Date

_____________________________________________

                                Printed Name

