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our college perspective
Becoming Great
“A third of the campus is new,” said Dr. Nancy 
Lecourt, academic dean, earlier this academic year. 
We had been reviewing the increase in total enroll-
ment, which showed a considerable increase in 
freshmen and transfer students. “It’s a chance for 
us to create a new culture on our campus,” she said. 

We needn’t worry. Change was happening. 

On September 15, 2009, Dr. Heather J. Knight 
 

College. She hit the ground running by present-

advantages of a Seventh-day Adventist education 
 

She shared what has become a mantra of sorts for 

ethic: the idea of going from “good to great.”  She 

a reputation of outstanding academics, inspiring 
stories of service, and a wonderfully committed 
faculty.  Yet Dr. Knight pushed us further, encour-

areas and surrender our “culture of scarcity” for  
“a culture of abundance,” trusting that God will 
bless us if only we believe. 

greatness, from curriculum to community rela-
tions to building improvements. “This campus 

her own. 

-

and carpeting. But in essence, she could have been 

glisten, gleam, radiate light in everything we do?

In early December, I attended a student life com-

we might infuse our campus with more spiritual 

He shared his story of having gone to a Baptist 
high school, although he was Adventist. At his 

school, which had students from a variety of 
faiths, passion for Christ was not just a notion but 
a genuine way of life for the students. Imagine his 
surprise when he learned that such a culture could 
be scarce in college. Students, busy with life and 

language into everyday language. 

“It’s hardest to be an Adventist when you’re around 
other Adventists,” the student said. 

He could have been disheartened, but he decided 
to change the culture. He began an accountability 
group in his residence hall, where friends were 

He started praying with teammates before varsity 
soccer practices and found that overall sportsman-
ship greatly improved as a result. In every aspect 
of his life, the student’s faith and commitment to 
Christ shined.  

last year. More than 1,500 students have chosen 

wraps up we can already report that the culture 
has shifted. Overall, people report a positive spirit 
on campus. Attendance at campus events has in 
some cases doubled. A recent pep rally brought 600 

“The vibe that the new freshman class gives to the 
campus is awesome,” said upperclassman Geoff 
Brummett. “They are so full of life and energy, and 
best part of it all is that they participate in campus 
activities.”

The landscape is broadening, and change starts 
one corner at a time, one person at a time, and one 
decision at a time before it blazes into a cultural 
revolution of good to great. Scarcity to abundance. 

 
 Enrollment Services
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By Lainey S. Cronk, Eirene-gin Nakamura, Larry Peña

 
instruction of undergraduates, our pro-

by getting continually published or pursuing 

percent-teachers are still deeply committed 
to their respective areas of study, and some-

national labs, glocal Adventism, manga, and 

Sidetracked to Kenya
-

surely start of a one-year sabbatical in Goa, 

-

 
of years ago. When she accepted a sudden 

-

monsoon to conceive and develop an intensive 

graduate curriculum in developmental anthro-
pology. With thorough support from the 
Andrews program director, Dawn Dulhunty, 

chair of the anthropology department at Rice  

-

line for a visa for hours, and by the time she got 

stay in Kenya will be enjoyable.’ Hardly what I 

any country!”
-
-

itarian aid and development master’s students, 

-

-
tlement of refugees to post-war Afghanistan 

aid and rebuilding to care of AIDS orphans in 

programs for the terminally ill. “It was incred-

-
dents in “a highly critical and analytical his-
torical approach to the grand narratives of 
development since World War II.” They turned 
a critical eye on the established (mostly West-
ern) ideas of aid and development. The point 
was to “encourage a ‘bottom up’ direction of 
understanding the issues of a people — listen-
ing to them and offering intervention at a level 
relevant to, and on, their terms of what consti-
tutes ‘improvement’ of their lives.”

serious discussions. “Our conversations were 

A week in Kenya: On the verge of a research stint 
in India, Mukerji is called on a detour that turns out 
to be life-changing.
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Mei Ann Teo at La Mama 

director, attended the La Mama Interna-
tional Directors Symposium this past 
summer. She found her teaching perspec-
tive refreshed. “As teachers we forget how 
much pedagogy matters, how you teach is 
just as important as what you teach. So it 
was fantastic for me to regain the critical 
eye of the student.”

Floyd Hayes in Antigua and Yosemite 

traveled to Antigua to participate in a 

sophomore Doug Weidermann conducted 
research on attraction of wild birds to hu-
man food. Currently, Hayes is involved in 

the abundant seasonality and demography 
of gulls and one on the status of breeding 

the dictates of grand narratives of interna-
tional donors, dealing with governments and 

ethnocentrism, and politics in what is a com-

and motivated students with an intensive cur-
-

most incredible hospitality and sincere 
humanity I have felt within the struc-
ture of the Adventist Church,” she says. 

detour turned out to be “a tremendously 

-

to develop an upper-division course to  

anthropology class. “Invariably after 
teaching the intro, there is always a size-
able portion of students whose appetites 
for cultural studies has been whet and 
they want more,” she says. “We send so 
many students out into the world — as 
Christians on mission trips, but also just as 
Christians and citizens of the world — and 
we should be offering them more on how to 
more fully and compassionately engage with 
others.” 

-
ever happens during the rest of this year, “I 

changing.”

Now or Never for Colliding Atoms
When physics professor Vola Andrianarija-

Electronic, and Atomic Collisions), there was 
a long wait while they processed 800 abstracts 
from around the world. When they chose 
the 590 to be represented at the convention, 

and his colleagues was included. When they 
accepted a much smaller number of authors to 
present on their research, the abstract was still 
in. Delighted, the research team celebrated the 

the collision of hydrogen molecules. When, 
two days later, they were one of just 26 invited 
to give “special reports” on the most recent 

-
anarijaona accepted the invitation instantly.

And then he realized there were several  
challenges: raising the money to attend the 

-

-

Endowment, which has supported Andrianari-
jaona’s research, helped with the cost. 

This research started in the fall of 2008, 

do research now, I’ll never do it again,” Andri-
anarijaona said to himself. Andrianarijaona’s 

had always been engaged in research. When he 

-

needed another research opportunity. 
-

of connections, he found himself an invited 

professor Charles C. Havener, who grudgingly 
-

session. 
After three days of research, there was no 

more grumbling. In a relatively short research 

Compelled to research: Deciding it's now or never for get-
ting back into research, Andrianarijaona soon finds himself 
in a guest professorship — and a spotlight (at least in the 
physics world). 
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Heather Reid at the Huntington 
Library English professor Heather Reid 
received a Herber Grant to pursue summer 
research at the Huntington Library, which 

English copy of Reid 

Visionaries: Mystical Marriage in the 
Middle English Translation of The Storie 
of Asneth” was published in the collection 

 At the Huntington, Reid spent time in 

manuscripts” reading room. 

Rachelle Davis at the Conductors 
Institute Music professor Rachelle Berth-
elson Davis was accepted to the advanced 
level of the Conductors Institute at Bard 

direct every day and was critiqued by other 
professors. Davis made good connections 
with other conductors, was paid to play 
violin in the orchestra for two days, and 

changes. “It will affect how I use my baton, 
but also how I teach Basic Conducting,” she 

time, they were already 
getting interesting results 
— data that was missing 
for applications ranging 
from NASA to DNA dam-
age — from measurements 
that nobody else was doing. 

a second session. 
-

research to the non-phys-
icist, he says, “It’s sim-
ple!” and launches into a 

board completely covered in letters, arrows, 
and diagrams. The gist of it is that he’s measur-
ing the collisions involving atomic hydrogen 
and derivatives and isotopes. 

What made the research a “hot topic” at 

into research on ionizing radiation and its dam-
aging affects on DNA. Their measurements 

the high atmosphere and might impact the  
missions of NASA and the early universe  

-
imental physics in general. 

Though Andrianarijaona has to squeeze 
research between teaching, he’s bringing one 
very tangible opportunity to students: the 
chance to be involved. Last year, senior phys-
ics major Jerilynn Rada helped by analyzing 

Andrianarijaona’s connections there. The three 

on both projects, joined by new students in the 
department.  

Glocal Adventism & Other Memes

between running a clapboard, “glocal” Advent-
ism, and aliens. An instructor in the visual arts 
department, Carpenter teaches art history and 

pop culture, visual culture, and new media 

both senses of the word — happenings. 

-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists initiative and 
now an North American Division initiative 
that connects people from around the world 

interested in evangelism, 
the internet, and media. 

Carpenter has presented 
before, mostly on topics 

 magazine online 
(  is the journal 

 

was titled “Glocal Advent-
ism, Social Media, and the 
Jesus Meme.” The “glocal” 
is a combination of “global” 

and “local,” and the “meme” (a unit of cultural 
information or ideas passed from one genera-
tion to another) showed up because of Carpen-
ter’s interest in social media. 

Carpenter has been following Twitter 

hot in conversation around the world, at least 

-
ter. “It’s really interest to see how that gets used 

world.”
-

gested that “counting members” was an out-
dated method for Adventism. “What would be 

method of assessment for Adventism. “We 
have to measure things, right?” he says. “I mean 
we’re a corporation — in the best and worst 

our success by seeing how our messages get 
out into the world… We could trace those into 
society now and use new media to attract that 
instead of counting baptisms.”

GiEN was a bit of a gear shift from some of 
Carpenter’s other summer adventures. In Ber-
rien Springs, Michigan, he served as a produc-

-
-

ums and hit it off with an artist who created 
the Homeless Museum of Art. In Roswell, New 

Carpenter’s interest in visual culture and pop 
culture, which in turn tie in to his classes (he 
teaches everything from history of photogra-
phy to modern art). And maybe, one of these 
days, he’ll get the chance to bring it all home by 
teaching a class in new media.

In a widely varied summer, Carpenter 
runs a clapboard for the filming of "The 
REAL Escape," a short live-action film.
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You Might Be Japanese
-

history, culture and society, you might be Japa-
nese. “The Japanese view reading and writing 
as a patriotic, nationalistic act,” says 

‘We’re being Japanese by reading.’”

is Japanese, returned to the island 
nation for the third consecutive 
year this summer to continue her 
research on Japanese literature 
and literary behavior, with special 
focus on  — a literary form 
unique to Japan and composed of 

chose to research Asian literature 

-
title, which concentrates on non-

she hopes not only to publish a 

motivate her American students to 

in reading that she witnessed in the 
Japanese culture.

literate countries in the world, 
boasting a national literacy rate of 
99 percent. This high percentage 

-
ics, encompassing every genre and age group) 
affects literacy. She developed a theory that the 
older Japanese use manga as a way of instill-
ing Japanese values into the younger genera-
tion, who do not understand the traditional 
and “closed-minded” ways of the older genera-
tion. Oddly enough, the highly Americanized 
younger generation, however different they are 
from the aging population, continues to read 
constantly — a behavior that may be attrib-
uted to the availability of manga. Her studies 
on this subject are to be part of an article enti-

Japanese face as they negotiate an ultra-mod-

This modern-day society is the third in a series 

Winning Herber Grants in both 2007 and 
2008, she began her research on ancient and 
post-World War II Japanese literature. She trav-
eled all around Japan, interviewing museum 
curators, patrons of museums, survivors of 
World War II, and even her own family mem-

bers to study the change in literary behavior 
that the war had brought to the country.  She 
found that the ambiguity of Japanese culture 
and subsequently, literature, decreased, giving 

way yourself’ feel,” she says. “Themes are hid-

culture so focused on details and subtleties, 
“when one appreciates these characteristics, 
one is simply appreciating the act of being Japa-
nese.” 

Rankin-Brown travels to Japan for her third summer of 
literary research (pictured here with a cutout of the famous 
Totoro from the Japanese anime film My Neighbor Totoro).

The Herber Grants, showing up as a 

members, were established in 2006 to 

teachers in their quest to achieve and 
sustain innovative, quality instruction. 
Established by St. Helena physician Steve 
Herber and his sisters Sandra and Susan 

along with their father Ray Herber, the 

development grants. 
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story they’re going to tell. There’s the ini-
-

ing to others, and then the inevitable sense that 

then by the end of the trip they realize that 
they themselves ended up being the ones that 
were blessed.

Then again, most of those mission stories 
-

sionaries heeding their own altar calls.

participated in an international evangelis-
tic trip with ShareHim, an organization that 
empowers Adventist lay people in ministry 

assistant dean Hernan Granados, joined the 
organization on their trip to El Salvador for a 

of San Salvador — with each student mission-
ary preaching the entire series, 19 sermons in 

“This was a lot harder emotionally than any-
thing else I’ve done,” says Chelsea Schroeder, 

there were things that I was incapable of do-
ing. I had to put aside all my pride and fear and  
self-consciousness and realize that I’m a tool 
for God.”

While ShareHim provided the sermon top-

enthusiasm and the willingness to share.
“The whole day was spent studying togeth-

er, preparing for the sermon that night. Then 

after the meeting,” says Granados. “That was 

hotel and sharing what happened, or how the 
sermon went. We were all so happy to see that 
we had one little part in one soul giving their 
heart to God.”

Student missionaries baptize 1,200– 
and one of their own By Larry Peña

The group of 10 from PUC joined other Adventist 
students to preach at 34 churches in San Salvador.

Hernan Granados, a pastor and PUC dean, helped with the 1,200 baptisms that concluded the two-week series.
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-
culty facing the student missionaries. Several 
members of the group also faced physical dan-
ger in the streets of San Salvador.

After a meeting one night, Schroeder and 

cars to have dinner at the home of one of the 
translators. Slowing at an intersection, the 
missionaries in the lead car suddenly found 
themselves facing a gang of teenagers armed 
with handguns. The driver, one of the local 
pastors, hit the gas, but not before several shots 

at what appeared to be a safe spot, they found 

the panel, frighteningly close to where Eric  

been sitting.
“I was upset, but also very focused and on 

edge,” said Silvas, a senior communication ma-
jor. “I wasn’t sure what was happening.”

The trailing car, which had been several 

found the rest of the group recuperating in a 

Together they went inside to get their bearings. 
But when they returned to the cars 20 min-
utes later, they discovered that they had been 
robbed — a camera and several of the mission-
ary’s computers, containing their sermons and 
materials, were gone.

The missionaries that lost their equipment 

for that moment, but they borrowed laptops and 

“They didn’t get disappointed or give up. They 

said, ‘God has brought us here for a reason, 

where the Lord wants us to be.’” 

highlight of the trip. After unfolding the story 
of the incident to her congregation, she closed 

-
tan must be angry that we’re here, sending peo-
ple to shoot and rob us,” she says. “I told them, ‘I 

by serving God.’ The whole church got up and 
came forward.”

-
corded 1,288 baptisms. But one of the most sur-
prising baptism stories occurred not to a Salva-

When senior Jaymee Leamer signed up for 

about how the Lord could use each of us to 

change the lives of those around us.” But soon 
after the preaching got underway, she began to 
feel inadequate. Her Catholic family had con-
verted to Adventism when she was 12 years old, 
and she had never thought to get baptized into 
her new church. Now, 10 years later, she was 
hearing the message of her home church with 
new ears, and from her own mouth.

As she preached the sermon on the impor-
tance of the baptism commitment one night, 
she suddenly saw clearly that something wasn’t 
right. “Giving that sermon to my church, tell-
ing them how important it is to be baptized 

After wrapping up the message and giving the 
altar call, she began to weep. “I stepped down 

from the podium with a number of the other 
members of the church and decided it was time 

-

themselves to the Lord. Granados baptized her 
on the last night of the series.

you see life from a different perspective,” says 

get passionate about it, but it doesn’t compare 
with when you are there and seeing all those 
miracles that God does for you and through 
you. Just to be part of it is amazing.” 

2003:
2004: Eastern Indonesia
2005: 
2006: 
2007: Kenya
2008: Venezuela
2009: El Salvador
2010:  Guatemala

 

Jaymee Leamer heeded her own altar call and was 
baptized by Granados on the last night of the series. 



n September of 2009, Heather Joy Knight stepped into the 

ceremony. In the meantime, Knight is full of ideas, goals, and 
-

lence, for the value of Adventist higher 
education, and for enabling the college 

A native of Jamaica, Knight spent 

solid educational foundation in the 
British system. When her parents, Aus-
tin and Herolin Evelyn, immigrated 

-
ground.” She saw  and  on Broadway while still 

-
-

itan Opera House, and had her high school graduation cere-
mony at Lincoln Center. 

-

television series  Knight majored in vocal performance. 

-
versity. She holds bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate degrees 
in English and completed postdoctoral studies in manage-

ment and leadership in education at 
Harvard. 

-
versity and 18 years as a professor, assis-
tant provost, and associate provost at 

-
ton, California. She moved to Angwin 
with her husband, Dr. Norman Knight, 
an ordained minister and educator 

on “Access to Christian Higher Education.” The Knights both 
have a passion for ministry and higher education. In View-

Catalyst for  
Positive Change
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Tell us about your own secondary and post-
secondary education, which included non-
Adventist schools. How does this journey 
impact your perspective on Adventist 
higher education? 

I grew up in a large urban church with many Jamaican 

to the Seventh-day Adventist educational system. 
Adventist schools were simply not in our neigh-
borhoods. So, my friends and I were very active in  

-
teers (M.V.), Harvest Ingathering and church socials 

— but we did not have the privilege of attending 
-

High School, I was awarded a National Competitive 

however, I grew weary of the secularism on cam-
pus and yearned for a more spiritual environment. 

while sitting at the feet of the prophets — E.E. Cleve-
land, C.T. Richards, Henry Wright, Benjamin Reaves, 

-
ence, I believe that it is important that Adventist 
institutions reach out to Adventist students beyond 

-
rience even if they did not attend the feeder acad-

college-age students attend Adventist colleges and 

-
ship with our pastors and parents.

After 18 years of working at a university 
outside the Adventist church, why did you 
decide to go to Andrews? 

had opened a variety of doors for me to have a very 
-

wood. Loma Linda then Stanford. Harvard for post-

-
ing that used to be Methodist. All of these diverse 

trends in higher education and allowed me to focus 
on what constitutes “best practices” in higher edu-
cation. High impact educational practices, essential 

learning outcomes, and inclu-

became part of my vocabulary 
or academic discourse as I par-
ticipated in the larger agenda of 
21st century liberal arts educa-
tion. In the end, I felt that it was 
time to marshal all of the gifts, 
talents and opportunities that 
God had given me and to give 

of my core values and spiritual 
commitments.

What do you think an 
Adventist education 
should offer? What makes 
it special? 
An Adventist education should 
be solidly based in the Seventh-
day Adventist educational phi-
losophy. Did I mention that I had 

CBEST credentialed? In other words, I studied Adven-
tist educational philosophy in an Adventist setting. 
This type of education is whole-person education, as 

 “the har-
monious development of the physical, mental and 
spiritual powers.” It also intentionally integrates and 
engages faith and learning in a very powerful way, 
thus leading our young people to accept Christ as 

our Church. This type of education helps us to have 
meaning and purpose in our lives and to possess the 

-
munities. Of course, an Adventist education should 

order to achieve success and happiness in service to 

In a broad sense, how do you see your role 
at PUC?

-
ership is to help groups develop a shared sense of 
vision, direction and commitment. Therefore, as 

-
lar historical moment. We certainly want to restore 

-
cially viable and to serve many more Seventh-day  
Adventist students and students in our local commu-
nity as well. 

Undergrad: Knight found 
an educational home at 
Oakwood College (now  
University), graduating in 
1982. 

Eighteen years at University of the Pacific included service 
as associate provost, and such ceremonial moments as Clint 
Eastwood receiving an honorary doctorate. 

and
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-
tution academically. Having had our Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges (WASC) accreditation 
visit in October, which was focused on our capacity 
and infrastructure to function as a viable institution 

-
dence, a focus on student learning outcomes 
and the accomplishments of our graduates. 

graduates, so that should not be a problem. 
Additionally, a president has to set a com-

pelling academic and spiritual vision for her 
institution and inspire and empower others to 

and dreams. I also want to focus on institu-
tional sustainability by recruiting the best 
and the brightest faculty and staff to teach and 
mentor our students, both academically and 
spiritually. I believe that we must also be a light 
to higher education at large, which, by the way, 

sorts. We can help show the way. We must be 
elite without being elitist. So I really see my 
role as being a catalyst for positive change.

What are some goals for your first 
year here?

to the college. I also want to connect with our 
multiple constituents — our alums of course, 
individuals in the regions that we serve, the 
different conferences, our conference and 
union leadership. I want to get out and about 

and whether or not we are meeting their needs. We 
want to be a viable choice for our Adventist families 

to deliver the product that they want for their young 

today, would our community miss us? I hope so. I am 

enhance town/gown relationships.
I also want to have a really vibrant, relevant, 

memorable, engaging learning environment, so that 
-

pus will be tranformative. I want to challenge fac-
ulty members who are already doing a wonderful job 

their courses. Our students now, the Millenials, are 
really in a whole different modality than we were. 
They’re using technology in a very seamless and nat-
ural way. Are we really engaging them in the modal-
ity in which they learn best? We want to provide a 

faculty and students with the tools they need to have 

to enhance and celebrate our wonderful ethnic and 
international diversity.

One of your mantras is “from good to 
great.” Tell us about this philosophy and 
how it applies to your leadership style.

Jim Collins, the author of , was a profes-

research on the factors and business practices that 

good companies to becoming great companies. In 
fact, Collins often said, “good is the enemy of great.” 
This often becomes true as institutions become com-
placent and settle for the status quo and forget about 

-

empowers us to be able to achieve high levels of per-

pursuit of perfection.” My leadership style, I hope, 
inspires and empowers others to envision and to 
enact higher and higher levels of performance as we 

and performance. 

What do you think is PUC’s biggest asset 
as an educational institution?

Its reputation as a Christian liberal arts college that 
delivers an ivy-league quality education through the 
medium of committed Christian professors and staff. 
We have students who go on to medical and dental 
school at a very high rate and also to very prestigious 

also very much a destination campus nestled in the 
spectacular mountains of Napa Valley, so our loca-
tion provides both nature and nurture.

In the first months of your presidency, 
have you picked up on any quirks or 
cherished traditions at PUC? 

The campus really has a “green ethos” in that there 
-

community is also very committed to recycling and 
other ways of trying to sustain the environment. I 
have also started a new tradition, the ringing of the 
Healdsburg Bell at our Opening Convocation pro-

school year.
 
 

“I love interacting with people,” says 
Knight. The Family Gathering, held just before 
school started, gave her a chance to meet 
and converse with many faculty and staff 
members. 

The ringing of the Healsdburg Bell 
at Opening Convocation was Knight’s 
first contribution to PUC traditions.
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You are a self-professed lover of the arts. 
What role do the arts play in a student’s 
intellectual and spiritual development? 

in the universe. He has given us as human beings cre-

of artistic venues. By engaging the arts, we under-

human condition. The arts also offer us opportuni-
ties for emotional and spiritual catharsis through 
the joys of music, art, literature and so forth. In the 

through an engagement with the arts. 

What does it feel like to be the first 
female president, and the first Black 
president, of PUC?

God has provided me with this marvelous opportu-
nity to be a bit of a pacesetter and pioneer. It is, there-
fore, a tremendous honor to be able to use all of the 

-

and hues, have served as my mentors and colleagues 
over the years and are also responsible for my pres-

-
ents, husband and children for their support over the 

career goals. 

How do you see your relationship with 
alumni?

I have already attended a number of alumni events, 
and there are many others planned. My advancement 

up and down the state, seeing alums in Southern, 
Central and Northern California, as well as other 

be heading to the East as well, to Tennessee and to 
Andrews, my former institution. So we’ll be visiting 

for their gifts, and seeing how they may want to con-

great institution.
I love interacting with people, and so I want to 

they are, their concerns, their joys, and get a sense of 

critical connections with them.

Many alumni have followed the process 
of and debate over the Angwin Ecovillage 
proposal. How do you approaching this  
hot topic? 

This is a hot topic indeed. In my two months on cam-
pus so far, I have been learning more about the Ecovil-

lage project, while also being willing to listen to 
other points of view. It is fair to say that my approach 

-
ing points of view.

Sometimes there is tension between 
higher education and the church, 
especially when it comes to ideas that 
conflict with our faith. How do we deal 
with these as a Christian institution of 
higher learning? 

I always start with the realization that God is the 

God. Therefore, as a Christian intellectual, I am com-

are moments in my spiritual 
and intellectual journey when 
I may have to live with some 
ambiguity as God continues to 
reveal Himself to me through 
the lens of faith. This attempt 
to integrate faith and learning 

-
ect. My dissertation project at 

attempt to integrate religion 
and literature, and I am still 
passionate about the integra-
tion of faith and learning in 

-
istrator. 

You stepped into the presidency at a 
difficult time in higher education, and 
PUC has its own challenges. How do these 
impact your approach to leading PUC? 

John Gardner, founder of Common Cause and author 
 was the 

minded optimist,” and I have always loved that 

best. I am not someone who believes that the past was 
better than the present or the future. God has placed 
me in this historical moment to play a crucial role 
on His world stage right now. Therefore, I embrace 
this moment, and I believe that He has empowered 

believe that if we pool our collective wisdom and 
energies together, we can be creative problem solvers 

Therefore, I am very optimistic about the future of 

are ahead! 

Knight celebrates the arts at PUC with Margrit Mondavi at 
Piano Fantasia (see page 16).
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Celebrities, 
FOX 11,    
and Twins

is over Larry Peña
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for a living, on television, in the largest 

-
sional stand-in for the anchors of these shows 
as well as the hugely popular Los Angeles 
morning show  It’s a pretty heady 
job for someone who claims she was the 

into trouble!” she says, laughing. “I was 
the one who was always in bed by eight 

Her only shenanigan, she says, was 
during her 1986 campaign for Student 

 She’s come a long way since then. 
There have been no recorded “wardrobe 
malfunctions” at any of her jobs on live 
television. She has also stepped into a 
life that could be described as a little less 
boring. “Whether I am on the red carpet 

she says.

bachelor’s degree in public relations. As many 
college graduates discover immediately after 

-
ing to go a different route,” she says, “and all of 

-
ways something I had been interested in.”

communication department chair James 
Chase, she decided to pursue journalism in ear-
nest. He advised her on how she might get into 

one or two days where they’d let me go out and 
-
-

stitute of Broadcast Journalism.
Having grown up in Lodi, she had watched 

-

stints in Yuma and Reno, she came home to an-
chor the morning news on the station she had 

grown up watching. “My whole dream was to 

been achieved.”
-

them, and having to prepare the story for that 
night,” she tells me. “What was weird was to 

realize just how painful those days could be 

a family and the destruction of a life.”

So when she got the job as entertainment 
and lifestyle anchor at KTTV in Los Angeles, it 

of the bad news she had to report every day in 
Sacramento. “They created this position for me, 
which was really wonderful,” she says. “It’s fun! 

Some journalists in this situation may have 
qualms about switching from hard news to 

entertainment journalism. Lisa has a 

someone’s door who has just lost a loved 
one,” she replies. “I’m doing lighter news 

I get to have fun.” 
Anyone who has seen a broadcast of 

The show is renowned for its informal 
style and easy banter. “A lot of the times 

says. “We do try and be unbiased, when 
-

our personalities do present in our stories 
probably more than what I ever learned 

they should.”

are also conducive to her other important role: 
mom to a set of four-year-old twins. “I have the 
perfect mom job in that I am done by noon,” 

with them all afternoon. And when I’m there 
I’m one hundred percent their mom. The good 
thing about my job is that once I leave the sta-
tion, it’s done.”

I’ll be here,” Lisa laughs. “It’s more than I could 
ever hope for.”  

While a senior at PUC, Lisa (front right) served on the 1986-87 
Student Association as the social vice president.
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A piano vision 
adds cultural capital to the Napa Valley  
By Lainey S. Cronk

The Piano That Came Too Soon
When he was 6, David Tsao started piano les-

lessons continuously right up until he came 

-
-

in college,” he remembers.
These days, this ’99 alum and associate IT 

manager at Gilead Sciences is still inspired by 
the piano — his fascination re-ignited by one 
of his favorite Japanese anime series, “Nodame 
Cantabile,” recording piano and cello recitals, 
and going to concerts in the Bay Area.

In fact, David became interested in buying 
a concertized grand piano. A family friend put 
David in touch with Lillian Wu, a vivacious 

and serendipitous concert pianist and piano 
-
-

fore selling them, and only so many come up 

-
times wait for many years!

his life scenario. He waited two years, then in 

2006 put himself on the list so he could get a 

later, he got a call saying there was a piano for 
him. His response was, “Wait, that’s not what I 

was barely big enough for the digital piano he’d 
had since high school.

So he called up Lynn Wheeler. “What sorts 

-
ships,” Lynn replied, “or an instrument.”

-

pressed. “Well,” Lynn said, “yes, some people 
have donated an upright.”

“What about a grand?” said David. You could 
imagine Lynn’s raised eyebrows. “Well, now — 
we haven’t had one of those since the 1950s…!”

David Tsao’s grand piano has become a hot item in 
the music department.
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-

that,” he admits, adding, “I was thrilled!”
And that’s how it came to be that David’s 

the college. 

Links in Hong Kong and the Napa Valley
-

covered a connection to David’s family from 
50 years previous in Hong Kong. There, David’s 
father, Eric, and Lillian’s brother, Bill, had been 

-

piano for church. Because of David and Lil-
lian’s connection, Eric and Bill were able to get 

to Shanghai, where he later passed away from 
lung cancer.

David and Lillian later discovered another 

-
-

this time, Lillian was focusing her energies on 

through piano sales and concerts. She is phe-
nomenally well-connected in the music world, 

At the opera with long-time family friend 
and Napa Valley arts leader Margrit Mondavi, 

“Yes, I want to be a part of it… how about Octo-
ber 5?” This was in early September!

Everybody went into high gear to pull to-
gether the many pieces for a major concert, in-
cluding a line-up of world-class pianists from 
the Bay Area. On an October evening in 2008, 

more than 300 guests (including David), who 

in honor of Mrs. Mondavi and the memory of 
-

ebrated the art of the piano and paid tribute to 
the Mondavis’ visionary leadership in the mu-
sic arts, including their founding and support 
of arts institutions, projects, and festivals in 
the Napa Valley.

The event was so inspiring that continuing 

concert, Lillian and Margrit brought in more 
Bay Area artists, this time including a violin-
ist, a cellist, and a ballerina as well as several 

Several pieces brought the audience to their 
feet, including 15-year-old Nathan Chan’s per-
formance of a classical crossover piece by con-

a cello solo that includes the use of the instru-
ment as percussion as well as being played with 
and without the bow. 

-
sic arts in the Napa Valley and the people who 

Knight said at the beginning of the program, 
this is an area celebrated for its arts culture, and 

“to add intellectual capital, spiritual capital, 
but certainly also cultural capital.”

When Lillian shared a few words with the 
audience before the performances, she referred 
them to the world encyclopedia to see Margrit 
Mondavi’s “contribution to every spectrum of 
the arts,” adding how proud they were to pres-
ent once again “some of the cream of the music 
society.” She noted that the young musicians 

-

-

musicians’ path — “particularly,” she added, “if 
they possess quality instruments!”

Coincidence and Opportunity
In retrospect, the beginning of this story is a 
little unusual. Many young alums feel that 
they’ve given — and are still giving — their 
dues to the college in the form of tuition and 
loans. Here’s David, whose piano gift is his 
second hefty contribution to the college since 
graduation. (Earlier, David had made a major 

Why?

-

 
What:  
A campaign to replace 90 percent of the 

How big:  
$1.2 million 

Beginning:  

April, 2007

First pianos:  
Initial shipment arrived in 
 January, 2008

Funded so far:  
12 pianos and eight practice room 
renovations 

Classroom piano:  
$8,000

Upright piano in practice room: 
$12,000 

Grand piano in practice room: 
$55,000 

Total cost for Phase I:  

Total still needed for Phase I: 
$296,000o

Daniel Glover, performing and recording artist, 
performed at both Piano Fantasia concerts.
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leagues at the time — I mean we were already 
getting letters from the Alumni Association, 
and we hadn’t left the building!” He and his 

among themselves that “it would be great to 
support the professors. We 
that, because they had the personal connec-
tion.” That’s why his major gifts have been to 
his two passions — a life-saving gift to the 
Alice Holst Theater that enabled the original 
play  to hap-
pen, and now the piano. He’d long thought the 
drama program needed a place of its own, and 
hinted to his mother Amabel Tsao, who’s on the 

for the opportunity,” he says. 
And as for the piano? Well… “The piano 

was just coincidence.” That “coincidence” has 
become one of the hottest items in the music 

care, and only using it for larger concerts or ma-
jor recitals.  But the students love it. “They all 
want to play on his grand!” Lynn says.

Details and Vision

renovating 17 practice rooms and classrooms. 

pianos have now been funded and several prac-
tice rooms renovated. Though getting funding 
for the rest of the pianos that have already been 
delivered is a big challenge, the fact that stu-
dents have had access to them in the meantime 
has given the project a lot of energy and early 
pay-off. Alum Elben Capule, who performed 

bad shape.” He admits he’s biased (he’s never 
been a fan of stand-up pianos, and he’s par-
ticular about what a “good” piano is), but as a 
student he appreciated the new grand pianos 
in the teachers’ studios. In addition, Lynn says, 
students are enjoying the new ones in the piano 
lab and the practice rooms.

not really about money. Yes, it’s part of the pro-

But it’s also about creating community and 

Sadler, vice president for advancement and 

Knight’s wording of contributing “cultural 
capital.” As Sadler says, “We added cul-

and the pride with which community leaders 
have supported it shows, Sadler says, that “we 

education to young people. Our community be-
lieves in what we do and wants to be a part of 
this important mission.” 

Even beyond these relationships, a concert 

in the lives of not just students or performers, 
but all of us. At the second concert, vice presi-

 
Julie Z. Lee marveled at the power of music. 

our world, and how art reminds us of God the 

 
-

scendental.” 
At the end of the second concert, Mondavi 

Margrit Mondavi: (Right) talks with visitors and PUC administrators before the concert.

Room 110:  
The family of Jessie James

Room 127:  
David Tsao

Room 214:  
The family of Thelma Hardcastle

Room 215:  
The family of Jessie James

Room 224:  

Room 225:  
David Tsao

Room 227:  
Eric and Amabel Tsao
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collegenews  

Enrollment Up for Fall Quarter   

— an 11.1 percent increase from last year. Retention numbers are also 
up from 71 percent to 79 percent.

fall, and there is such a positive spirit and a spirit of hope on the 

characterized by the intentional integration of faith and learning. 

freshman class gives to the campus is awesome,” said upperclassman 
Geoff Brummett. 

There are 378 new freshmen on campus and over a hundred more 

and in the off-campus nursing programs in Hanford, at the Travis Air 

Top Speakers Lecture 
for Inaugural Series  

Series celebrates the inaugural year of president Heather J. Knight by 

is to host community events that bring intellectual, spiritual, and 
cultural capital to the Napa Valley, strengthening "town and gown" 
relations.

a Harvard professor and an internationally recognized authority 

members joined the campus to hear from one of the most cited 
researchers in the social sciences.



collegenews

20  |  

Alex Carpenter,  visual 

review of 

 
printed in a recent issue of 
the triannual international 
academic journal 

Asher Raboy, music 
professor, was awarded the 
Key to the City of Napa by 
Mayor Jill Techel at the annual 

also received commendations 

of the Napa River, and 
Assemblywoman Noreen 
Evans. Raboy started the 

River’s biggest fundraising 
event, 20 years ago.

Paul McGraw and Gregory 
Schneider, history professor 
and psychology professor 
respectively, participated 

in October. The conference 
brought 65 American religious 

major scholarly 

White’s life and 

presented his 
chapter “Epilogue: 
The Legacy” for 

was a respondent 
to a chapter 

written on White and the 
religious culture of her times. 
Schneider also attended 
the Annual Meeting of 
the American Academy of 

in November. He presided over 
a panel discussion of religious 
schisms in various traditions.

academic highlights

Students Honored by 
Red Cross Counselors 
become National Heroes
aquatic rescue this summer at Leoni Meadows, an Adventist summer camp in Northern California. Matt 

summer, saved another counselor from drowning at the nearby Cosumnes River. 
The three, along with other counselors who were involved, were selected as National Heroes and given  

a Good Samaritan award at the Sacramento Sierra Chapter of the American Red Cross "Hometown Heroes" 
ceremony. They were also interviewed at the Channel 3 newsroom in Sacramento. 

 
 
 

 

nearest cell phone service area — which they found in an area where there had been no service earlier that 
 

counselor had lodged underwater in an accessible spot instead of getting pulled further down or being  

Left to right: Doug Stowers, Austin Nystrom, Matt Freedman, Bobby Hutton, Derek Hartley, Robert Negrete, Nolan 
Negrete, Kami Kostenko.
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100 Years in Angwin  
to relocate “Healdsburg College,” the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
purchased a 1,600-acre health resort called Angwin’s in the Napa 

College” and started the school year. 

Angwin with a special Sabbath program. The day welcomed special 

a historical play featuring a conversation between Ellen G. White and 
founding members of the college and church. Among the activities 
offered in the afternoon was a campus tour, which outlined various 
historical sites on campus. 

Said White at the college’s dedication in 1909, “God wanted us 
here, and He has placed us here. I was sure of this as I came on these 

come to the same decision — the Lord designed this place for us.”

WASC Team Visits Campus   

reaccreditation. The team members spent over 36 hours in direct 
meetings and interviews with faculty, students, staff, administrators, 
and trustees. 

to understand who we were, for good and for less good,” he said. “We 

collegial and good-natured group of colleagues to visit with us.”

visiting team read informal and provisional commendations and 

Effectiveness Review, or whether the college needs to carry out 

Young Americans for Freedom 

awareness on campuses across the country about the ideology of 
conservatism. Combating the stereotype that all conservatives are 

started by a libertarian student. “We’re not about party politics,” 

“We believe it’s our duty as young Americans to learn about our 

control over our life, liberty, and property we should hand over to our 

club on campus. 
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Lift This mid-week worship service helps students keep their focus on God.

Forty Days of Prayer The PUC Church, campus and community spent the  
40 days leading up to the new school year praying for God’s blessing on  
this community.

Fall Festival A good crowd enjoyed the performances and food booths 
hosted by student groups.

Midnight Madness At a late-night pep rally, students met the Pioneers teams, held contests, and won t-shirts.

Tree lighting Students gathered for the popular annual tradition of lighting the 
Christmas tree.
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Who we are Students filed in for the annual process of being photographed for the Funnybook. 

Porter Power Upperclassmen, faculty and staff helped new students move 
into the dorm for the new school year.

Homeless Ministries Students  
prepared food to take to People’s 
Park in Berkeley.

Pioneers soccer The mens soccer team had a great season this fall with nine 
wins, one tie, and only two losses, placing second overall in their division.
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How to Make a  
Gift Without 
Missing a Thing
those who include a provision for the college 
in their will or estate plan. You can include 

simple words. The effect can be tremendous.
Everyone should have a will. Those with a 

will should update it regularly. If you don’t 

attorney to draft one. If you have one, call your 

or revising an estate plan is surprisingly 
simple and almost everyone who does is glad 
they did.

gift in your will is that you can live every 

that matches your life’s goals. You will be 
remembered for the good you did and for the 
impact you made on the future.

crucial that they be the correct words. We can 
give you and your attorney the right phrase 
so that you can all be sure your gift will go 

coming later. We can also document your gift 
and learn more about your wishes and how 
they will be enacted.

Office of Planned Giving
plannedgiving@puc.edu
www.pucplannedgiving.org
Local: 707-965-6596

Guests & Productions  
Dramatic Arts Society (DAS): 
They hosted open mic nights and 
performances by their improv 

Bain performed “Lyrics from 

theater artist Irina Kruzhilina, 

Chen taught four sessions of 
a specialized training class in 
playwrighting.

The same quarter, DAS hosted 

by the Association of Adventist 

to create and perform a special 
feature called “This Adventist 
Life.” The acting company also 

Elementary student Alani Denton, 

leave a legacy

Bobby Bovell Speaks for Fall Revival    
Revival, young British pastor 

Bovell led out at meetings 
on a Wednesday through 
Sabbath in October. Bovell 
leads a contemporary church in 
Copenhagen, whose members 
meet at a local café on Sabbath 

students about the freedom 
God gives them to choose to 
follow Him. Bovell went from 
re-enacting scenes from his 

sense. He comes to say, ‘Listen, I’ve got a plan for you.’”

Bryonn Bain performs at PUC on his way to NYC.
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Class Notes
1920
Marge H. (Hodge) Jetton, 
’25, ’45, 

105th birthday on September 
29, at the home in Loma Linda, 
Calif., where she currently 
resides. The story of Marge’s 
healthy life style has been 
chronicled by print and 
electronic media throughout 
the world. As a toddler at the 
time of the great 1906 San 

says she recalls seeing water 
sloshing out of the animal 
trough on her family’s farm 
caused by the upheaval.

1940
Lyle McCoy, ’45, was honored 
as “Mr. Angwin” on Sunday, 
August 30, with a big turnout 
of current and former Angwin 
citizens paying him honor. 
The honors came from Lyle’s 

55 years of 
service in 
Angwin 
as teacher, 

ambulance
driver, and 
befriender 

of hundreds in the community. 
Among those honoring
Lyle were Avery Browne, ’85, 

special representative to the 
Jim Krussow, 

’70, one of the founders of 
the Angwin Community 

Rodney Sterling, ’80, chief 

Department. 

Anita (Cavagnaro) Ford, ’96, 
attended a reunion in late 
September of Golden Gate 

1950s. Her husband, Herbert 
Ford, ’54, attended with 
her. GGA has long been an 
important “feeder” school of 

the fact that 50 percent of the 
GGA alums at the reunion were 

1950
Dick, ’51, ’55, and Doris 
(Jauch), ’54, Williams, have 
both been retired for over 
15 years now. “We moved 
from Sandpoint, Idaho, to 

ago — after having lived 

“We’re enjoying being closer 
geographically to our two 
daughters (Celene and Cecily) 
and their families who both 

area. We’re enjoying our 
independent living and the 
cultural advantages of the 
Great Northwest. Our blessings 
of health and family continue!” 

Joseph L. Wheeler, ’59, who 

may be the most published 

authors. Joe has seen 70 of 

different publishers. One of 

 has recently been 
published by Howard/Simon & 

Schuster. To view all of Joe’s 

1960
Lynn Martell, ’64, a former 
collegiate and Golden Gloves 

range of service thereafter 
in the Adventist church, is 

alumninews  
Class Notes, Births, Weddings, and In Memory

John and Heide Wilson 
At Home in Guyana
If you’re a missionary-physician in Georgetown, Guyana, as 
John David Wilson, ’96, is, you have to learn to put up with some 
inconveniences in your medical practice: The electricity may go 

(which means the hand-made wipes leave 
bits of cotton in things).

with his wife, Heide (Kellison), ‘95, has 

twin girls Aubree and Kilee, 19 months, were all born while they 
were abroad. John characterizes Heide as a “stay-at-home domestic 
goddess, home economist, and domestic engineer.” In the past she 

private and one public hospital in Georgetown. “Because the city’s 
free public hospital is always overcrowded, the doctors and nurses 
are called on to see many more patients than they can really 
see thoroughly and sometimes people lose trust. When they do, 

Memorial.”
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now the director of Special 
Services for the Department 
of Radiation at Loma Linda 

special services role, Lynn is 
host and producer of “Journey 
of Hope,” a television interview 
show that airs daily on the 
Loma Linda Broadcasting 

Karen 
(Weber), ’62, 
Ministries coordinator for the 
Southeastern California and 

Adventists.

Robert K. Krick, ’65, has 
been the chief historian at 

Monument in Baltimore, Md., 
and for 30 years was chief 

Spotsylvania National Military 

anniversary celebration of the 

1970
Rhonda (Dees) Memmer, 
’77, ’84, 
an admission RN for Vitas 
Innovative Hospice Care. 
She also serves as the Music 

Church of Glendale.

Heather Armbruster, att. 
’72-’74, founded a company 
called The Heathers Senior 
Care. They are opening their 
eighth facility this winter 
in Costa Mesa that will 
specialize in Hospice patients. 
Heather’s other locations 
deal with assisted living, 
dementia care and Hospice 
Care — and provide vegetarian 
meals. Heather’s son is 12 
and her daughter is 7. “We 
spent the summer traveling 
Europe and the Baltic,” she 
reports. “My children were 
particularly impressed with St. 

I loved Estonia and all the 
tall gorgeous blonde-haired 

My daughter would tell you 
her favorite was our mother/

Heather is retired from the 
dental business but is “loving 

Glen Robinson, ’75, is now a 
professor of communication 
at Southwestern Adventist 

having served for 10 years as 

Association in Idaho. The 

latest of which is titled 
 Glen has served as 

manager of the university’s 
radio station and is editor of its 
alumni magazine in addition 
to his teaching duties. Glen’s 
wife, Shelly (Scheffer), ’75, 
is clinical coordinator for the 

in the city of Cleburne.

Warren R. Rood, ’78, a 
magazine art editor, had his 
lapidary creations featured 
in a recent issue of the Walla 
Walla, Wash.,  
newspaper. His “free form” 
cut-and-polished creations from 

displayed in gem and mineral 
shows. In the newspaper 
feature, Warren notes that his 

1980
Donald D. Barton, ’81, 
has joined the faculty of 

Michigan as an associate 
professor in the Department 
of Clinical & Laboratory 
Sciences. Before teaching at 

St. Mary’s Hospital, Grand 
Junction, Colo., as a medical 
technologist, laboratory 
client service educator, 
laboratory information systems 
coordinator and point-of-care 
coordinator. Earlier he taught at 

San Bernardino, Calif.

Kevin R. Erich, ’82, is now 
serving as president of the 

Hospital, an Adventist Health 
institution in Willits, Calif.

Gladys Muir, ’86, went 
on a mission trip to North 

pediatric nurse practitioner, 
and a few doctors. As the 

group, Gladys saw women for 

abdominal tumor in one lady. 
“We were able to arrange and 
pay for her to have it removed,” 

transportation for a bit and 

us.” Gladys also teaches in the 

Emily (Imperio) Louie, att. 
’87-’88, is currently raising 
three boys in Aurora, Ontario, 
Canada. She married Todd 
Louie in June of 1993, and  
she is assisting him with 

Laurie (Franklin) Parson, att. 
’89-’91, has joined the nursing 

coordinating the preceptorship 
program and teaching in the 
clinical setting. Laurie and 
her husband, Dan, lived in 

of 2008, when they bought a 

and spent most of the rest of 
the year moving it to the West 

Canal. Dan is a nurse at the 

1990
Aimee Wyrick-Brownworth, 
’96, is an assistant professor of 

she attended the Geoscience 
Research Institute’s (GRI) 
second Conference on Teaching 
Origins, held in Colorado 
Springs. Aimee presented a 

to start the conversation on 
science and origins.” She 
participated in an all-day 

historic fossil quarry where 

other “really cool” dinosaurs 

a chance to drive to the top of 

Johanna (Reeve) Pewitt, 
att. ’97, and her husband 
Brandon and children Keenan 
and Jaden recently returned to 
their Cambodian mission post 

births

Matthew Ethan 
Layne, son of 
Sharon Dey-Layne, 
’91, and Godfrey 
Layne, of Rancho 

Cucamonga, Calif. Born  
3-29-09. 

 Keaton 
Bramham, 
son of Sharee 
(Herman), ’99, 
’00, and Michael 
Bramham, att. 

’92-’97, of Angwin, Calif. Born 
6-25-09. 

 Camille 
Scarlett 
Anderson, 
daughter of Tara 
(Russell), ’02, 

and Christian Anderson, ’01, of 

Landon 

son of Elizabeth 
(Park), ’94, 
and Eric Park, 
att. ’96-’97,  of 

Gardnerville, Nev. Born 8-30-09.  

 Rachel 
Elizabeth Javor, 
daughter of 
Gina Elizabeth 

(Cummings), ’94, and Edward 
Daniel Javor, ’94,
Calif. Born 10-9-09.  
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people of Cambodia. 

2000
Laura (Taylor) Alto, ’00, 

California, San Diego, in 
2007. Her research, entitled 
“Chemotropic guidance 

and synapse formation after 
spinal cord injury,” was 
published in  
magazine in September of 
2009. Laura is currently 
pursuing postdoctoral studies 

Southwestern.

Richard Osborn, PUC 
president ’01-’09, accepted a 
position as Associate Director 
of the Western Association 
of Schools & Colleges 
(WASC) with the Accrediting 
Commission for Senior 

Alameda, California. Osborn’s 
portfolio includes 38 of the 
161 institutions accredited by 
WASC ranging in size from 

small independent colleges. 
The Osborns continue to live in 
Angwin, where Norma serves 
as an associate pastor of the 

Nancy Schoonover, ’02, 

at El Dorado Adventist School. 
Nancy earned her credentials 

classes from 1998 to 2002 
and has taught at El Dorado 
all of her teaching career. 

and various combinations 
of second, third, and fourth 
grades. A favorite subject 
is California history, and 
during the summer she and 
her husband visited all 21 
California missions. 

 

Rochelle (Ward), ’03, and 
Shem Aguila, ’03, who have 

Calif., are training with 

to begin church planting in 

Kaye Varney, ’02, has taught 

since 2003. This year, when 
director Bill Price, ’67, 
’69, 
directorship of the program. 
Her favorite plane is the WWII 

a few airplanes that have an 
elliptical wing. She enjoys 

and various other outdoor 
activities.

Priscilla Miranda, ’09; 
Benjamin Silber, ’08; 
Christian von Pohle, ’08; and 
Nicholas McCluskey, att. ’06-
’07, collaborated on an article 
recently published in the 

 The article was titled 
“Effect of Adult Disapproval of 
Cartoon Violence on Children’s 

was carried out two years 

professor Charlene Bainum’s 
child development lab. 

master’s in psychology at 

Kimberly (Weeks), ’08, 
and Jeffery Gleaves, ’09, 
who are in our weddings list 

English majors, they started 

World” class together. “The 

see a play entitled 

go with him,” Kimberly says. 

that we would get married 

proposed to me on a camping 

The Gleaves currently live 

English professors. “We will 

told her he was ‘in love.’”

Your Update 
Here

adventures, jobs, and family! 
Class Notes come from a 

best when they come from you.

viewpoint@puc.edu

puc.edu/alumni/news-memories

707-965-6303

In Memory
Clifton Anderson, ’91, died 
on August 13, 2009. He taught 

Academy for 17 years before 
teaching at El Dorado Adventist 

is survived by his wife, Melody.

Frances Rae (Markham) 
Anderson, ’41, died on July 
20, 2009, in Millville, Calif. 

grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Marjorie (Holbrook) Bacchus, 
’48, died on July 12, 2009, 

born on December 23, 1926, 
in St. Helena, Calif. Marjorie 
is survived by her daughters 
Cher Miller-Johnson and Cindy 

and two great-grandchildren.

James “Jim” Briggs, ’52, 

during WWII. Jim graduated 
from medical school at Loma 

an 11-year private practice 
in Lansing, Michigan, before 

become an anesthesiologist. 
He is survived by his wife, 

grandchildren and seven great- 
grandchildren.

Virginia “Ge Ge” (Richards) 
Cason,
Board of Trustees from 1980 to 
1991, died on April 1, 2009, in 
Vancouver, Wash. She was born 

Ontario, Canada. She wrote 

Sabbath School. Virginia is 
survived by her husband, 

Jan Richards. 

 

Kimberly 
Weeks, ’08, 
and Jeffery 
Gleaves, ’09, in 

5-16-09.  

and Kevin 
Kimura, ’98, in 

6-7-09. 

 Jessica 
Shine, ’01, 
and Eric 
Richmond 
in Laguna 

by Christine McDowell/The 
Image Artist. 

weddings
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Andrew Dahl, ’50, died 

Lancaster, Calif. He was 
born July 1, 1916, in Loyalist, 
Canada. He served in the Army 

transport. He was an Adventist 

granddaughters and eight great-
grandchildren.

Elaine (Pellymounter) 
Denmark, ’38, a retired 

Hollister, Calif., has died. She 
was born on September 20, 
1921.

Dorothy (Ellegard) Smith 
English, att. ’32-’33, died 
August 12, 2009. She was 
born September 1, 1910, in 

the Children’s Home Society, 
raising infants who were up 
for adoption until they were 
placed in permanent homes. 

nurse’s aide. She is survived by 

a daughter, Shirley English 

great-grandchildren.

Robert A. Folsom Sr., ’50, 
died on August 9, 2009, in 

on March 30, 1922, in Glendale, 
Calif. Robert is survived by his 
sons Bob II and Larry.

Leonard N. Hare, ’44, died 
on July 25, 2009, in Berrien 
Springs, Michigan. Dr. Hare 
was born on Dec. 5, 1921, in 
Rangoon, Burma. He served as 
a school principal in Burma 
and India and as a professor 

Michigan. Leonard is survived 

a niece and nephew. 

Henry “Hank” Hilderbrandt, 
’49, died on July 23, 2009, in 
Napa, Calif. He was born Oct. 

World War II, Henry served as 

counties in social services 
as a case manager and later 
as a supervisor, and then he 

Island. He is survived by his 

Marguerite (Brusch) 
Jespersen, ’44, 
living in Eugene, Ore., died July 
25, 2009, at age 87. She was born 
May 26, 1922, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Survivors include 

grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

Muriel M. Kaneshiro, ’58, 
’75, a teacher who lived in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, has died. 
Muriel was born on April 30, 
1935.

Marie (Bolton) Lutz, SHSHSN 
’51,
(Wash.) resident, died June 18, 

April 10, 1925. 

Edith Madsen, att. ’61, died 
on August 30, 2009, in La Jolla, 
Calif. She was 66. Edith shared 
a medical practice with her 
husband and co-owned an ice 
cream shop in Watsonville, 
Calif. She is survived by 
brothers Odom and Ray 

grandchildren and three great-

nephews.

Spencer Lawrence Maxwell, 
’46, ’50, died on October 27, 
2009, in Ellicott City, Maryland. 
Born in Watford, England, on 

was a pastor, author and the 
editor of 

and 
 He also began 

 magazine and wrote the 

 in addition 

is survived by two daughters, 

grandchildren. 

Muriel (Westemeyer) 
McHenry, ’81, who endeared 
herself to thousands of 
Bangladeshi women through 

Handicrafts of Bangladesh,” 
died on October 12, 2009, in 
Angwin, Calif. She was born on 
December 20, 1922, in Shelton, 
Neb. An Adventist missionary 
with her husband, Milton, in 
India, Ceylon and Bangladesh, 
Muriel is survived by her 
four children, Esther, Milton, 
Clareen Eagen and Lottie Cline.

Velma (Sackett) Moniot, att. 
’44, died in Lacey, Wash., on 
August 11, 2009. Velma was 
born November 22, 1922, in 

her education in law at the 

for over 20 years. Velma is 
survived by her sister, Margaret 

Ronald and Harry.

L. Alden Roth, ’51, a teacher 
and accountant whose home 
was in Kent, Wash., has died. 
He is survived by his wife, 

Howard Swenson, ’65, died 
on August 7, 2009. He was 

Social Services of Stanislaus 
County. After retiring from the 
county, he became a licensed 

for the Stanislaus County 
and Merced County Superior 
Courts. He also received a 

from the State of California. He 
is survived by a brother, Ralph.

Daniel Hernandez Venegas, 
’59, a veteran of service with 

instructor, died on October 9, 
2009, in Napa County. Born in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., in 1930, 
Daniel is survived by his wife, 

Clinton Luther Walker, ’52, 
died on August 23, 2009. He 

in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and, during WWII, he 
served in Algeria, Tunisia, 

laborer, a CCC supervisor, a 
 

a farm manager, an elementary 
school teacher and a handyman. 
Clinton is survived by his two 

grandchildren. 

Ben Youngberg, ’56, died on 

Washington. He was born on 

was stationed at the Army 
Letterman hospital in San 

War II and was later employed 

Corporation. He is survived 

grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Remembering 
Friends

In Memory is our 
opportunity to honor and 
remember fellow alumni. 
Currently, we receive 
obituaries from various sources 
and information may not 

members with obituaries or 
information can contact the 

we receive are also read each 
year at Homecoming.

alumni@puc.edu

puc.edu/alumni/news-memories

707-965-7500
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back in the day

What’s your memory?

With a two-page photo spread, the 1970 Diogenes Lantern reported on 

The caption for the photo above read “are you ready elsita.”

What we don’t know: The autocross event  must’ve ended years ago, with 

nothing about competition details. So here’s the question for our readers: 
Do you remember more about the autocross event, or how long the 
tradition lasted?  

Roaring Engines Crowd turns out for 
second annual autocross

Chronicle Snippets
Building campus: The front page 

Chronicle featured the logging 
operations that were resulting 
in amphitheatre seats.  

“Illusive” Elvis: This Elvis sighting 

April 1 issues throughout the 
years ran stories in varying levels 
of believability. A 1986 headline 
read “20,000 Baptized in Napa 

discovery of gold behind Newton!
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letters 

More for Gimbie
Last Sabbath I had about 65 in 
Sabbath School and handed 

gave a mission emphasis on 
the Gimbie Hospital where 

on the hospital outlining a few 
of their needs: power (a 60KW 
generator), Land Rover, nursing 

60 new beds.
 The class really rallied 

coming. They can purchase the 
generator in Addis Ababa and 
a new vehicle also. What an 
inspiration. 

Determination and 
Tenacity

you wrote about our nursing 

captured the determination 
and tenacity of the airmen/
students to complete their 

unusual circumstances. We 
are certainly proud of Debbie 

success a reality.

Clean Look
Just received the new 

designed and the typography is 
beautiful. The college should be 
very proud of it.  

November 30 Conversation
Pacific Union College:  
Tonight’s the annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting! Do you remember that one time 
when Santa rappelled down Irwin while 

Eli Creamer:
No I don’t remember that... Cause it didn’t happen...

Laci Coe:
I remember that...it was great!

Rebecca West Westenrider:
I’ve been around long enough to remember that!

Pacific Union College:

Lollie Chaffee McCall:
No--but I remember the lighting of the Christmas Tree 
when I was a student there.

Emanuel D Simon:
I wish that I could be there to see it!!

Laci Coe:
I don’t remember who it was either but do remember it 

Nanci Adkinson Smith:
Wow!! Irwin Hall has so many memories!! 

was truly an answer to prayer.

the committee. I’ll never forget it!! My brother was so 

A Christmas to remember!!

Joel D. Gregg:
My guess is Kurt Jensen, if it’s the same suicide Santa I 
remember.

Join the conversation at  
www.facebook.com/pacificunioncollege

notes from facebook
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my viewpoint 

made a tidy cube in one corner, and on the top of 
the pile went a mattress for him to sleep on. He 
made snug stalls for the cow and the calf and piled 
in enough hay and water to last for several days. 

little mongrel dog came last. Dad pulled the heavy 

waved till we couldn’t see him any longer.

Our trip was easier. My mother, older sister and 
brother, and I climbed aboard the passenger train 

to Lacombe, Alberta, where we would settle 

over the job and church school prospects in British 
Columbia and had decided that their best chance 
for earning a living and educating their three 

We started school in September. My father found 

turned the run-down place into an inviting home. 

big enough to feed us through each year. Long 
hours of struggle paid the tuition. My parents’ 
commitment to Adventist education was absolute 
and did not stop with their own children. We 
found out that they helped pay the tuition for 
other children as well. 

puzzled tones about why some people wouldn’t 

As they aged, they grieved about families who sent 
young people to public schools. To them, Adventist 
education meant children would be educated for 
service in the church, but more than that, they 
would be safe from “worldly” ideas, from associates 
that might lure them away from the church, from 
marriages with “unbelievers.” 

My husband Lorne and I spent our entire careers at 

Adventists colleges, teaching for a combined total 
of more than 70 years. While it may be true that 
a higher percentage of Adventist families do send 
their children to non-church schools, we celebrate 

every bit as great as the ones my family made in 

their place of safety. 

While my parents saw Christian education as a 
way of walling out the world, we have seen it as a 
way of helping our students understand the world 
more fully. As teachers of history and English, 

to a wide variety of history, culture, religion, 
and literature. We’ve made a concerted effort to 
bring to life myths and stories from around the 
world. We compared and contrasted them to our 
Adventist heritage and to the stories and myths 
of the broader Judeo-Christian tradition. With 

college education a place where students can 

So if students read and discuss much of the same 
material they can read in other schools, what 

to understand that Adventist education is not an 
absolute guarantee that students will leave school 

believe. But they will leave having had many 
opportunities to discuss beliefs in a supportive 
environment. They will have studied with teachers 
who share their own faith journeys.

Students can discover in this setting that teachers 
and students hold a great variety of opinions on 
spirituality, religion, politics, and culture. All are 

community where they can grow into the lifestyle 
and ideas that best suit their needs. In maintaining 
relationships with many graduates over the years, 
we have found that some of them remain church 

their church family. Others have joined different 
religions or have stopped attending any church. 
To Lorne and me, their beliefs at any given stage in 

to people more than beliefs, and we are happy to 
stay connected with them and to have them stay 
connected with the school where they found it safe 

by Marilyn Glaim, professor emeritus
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April 16-18 Join us as we celebrate PUC!

Weekend to include:


